St. John Melkite Catholic Church
330 N Westmore Ave - Villa Park, Illinois 60181 www.stjohnmelkite.church
Office (708) 680-2210 / Email: stjohn.chicago@melkite.org
Prayers Hotline, https://chat.whatsapp.com/DjekhCR0tVC5kGH3KLYBav

Sunday, August 30, 2026, 14th Sunday After Pentecost
5)41:.//.1:,!_}.29 éJ/_}!/.JAS’/,J30‘.hS//

Services:

Fridays 7:30 pm: Arabic Divine Liturgy
Sundays 8:30 am English Divine Liturgy
9:45 am Spanish Divine Liturgy
English/Arabic

FIRST ANTIPHON:

1: Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth, and sing

praise to His Name.

Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O

Savior, save us.

2: Say to God: How awesome are Your deeds! So

great is Your power that Your enemies cringe

before You.

3: Let all the earth worship You and sing praises to

You; let it sing praises to Your Name, O Most

High!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 5)

Let us, O faithful, praise and worship the Word,

coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of

the Virgin for our Salvation, for He was pleased to

be lifted in the flesh upon the cross, and to endure
death, and to raise the dead by His glorious
resurrection.
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Kontakion of the Nativity of our Lady
Through your holy birth, O Immaculate One,

Joachim and Anne were delivered from the shame
of childlessness, and Adam and Eve from the
corruption of death. Your people, redeemed from
the debt of their sins, cry out to you to honor your
birth: “the barren one gives birth to the Mother of

'7’

God the Sustainer of our life!
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EPISTLE: 2 Corinthians 1: 21-2:4
You, O Lotd, will keep us and preserve us always
from this generation.
Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any holy
man, for truthfulness has vanished from among
the children of men.
Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the
Corinthians
BRETHREN, the one who strengthened you and
us in Christ, who anointed us, is God, who also
stamped us with his seal and gave us the Spirit as a
pledge in our hearts. Now, I call God to witness
against my soul that it was to spare you that I did
not come again to Corinth. Not that we lord it over
your faith, but rather we are fellow-workers in your
joy, for in faith you stand. (2: 1) I made up my mind
not to come to you again in sorrow. For if I make
you sad, who can gladden me; save the very one


http://www.stjohnmelkite.church/
mailto:stjohnthebaptist.northlake@melkite.org
https://chat.whatsapp.com/DjekhCR0tVC5kGH3KLYBav

who is grieved by me? And I wrote to you as I did,
that when I come, I may not have sorrow upon
sorrow from those who ought to give me joy: for
I trust in all of you that my joy is a joy to all of you.
For I wrote to you in much affliction and anguish
of heart, with many tears, not that you might be
grieved, but that you might know the great love I
ALLELUIA

Your favor, O Lord, I will sing forever; from

have for you.

generation to generation, my mouth will proclaim
your faithfulness.
For You have said, “My kindness is established
tforever.” In heaven You have confirmed your
faithfulness.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 22: 2-14 - 14th Sunday after
Pentecost (Parable of the Wedding Feast)

The Lord told this parable: The kingdom of
heaven is like a king who made a marriage feast for
his son. And he sent his servants to call in those
invited to the marriage feast, but they would not
come. Again, he sent out other servants saying:
‘Tell those who are invited, behold. I have
prepared my dinner: my oxen and fatlings arc
killed, and everything is ready; come to the
marriage feast.” But they made light of it, and went
off, one to his own farm and another to his
business; and the rest laid hold of his servants,

treated them shamefully, and killed them. But
when the king heard of it, he was angry; and he
sent his armies, destroyed those murderers, and
burned their city. Then he said to his servants, “The
marriage feast indeed is ready, but those who were
invited were not worthy; go therefore to the
crossroads and invite to the marriage feast
whomever you shall find.” And his servants went
out into the roads and gathered all those they
tound, both good and bad; and the marriage feast
was filled with guests. Now the king went in to see
the guests, and he saw there a man who had not
on a wedding garment. And he said to him,
‘Friend, how did you come in here without a
wedding garment?” But he was speechless. Then
the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind his hands and
feet, take hold of him, and throw him out into the
darkness, where there will be weeping and the
gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are
chosen.”
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Mass intentions for Sunday 30* of August:

For Well Being, Health, Peace, Protection, Safety
and Salvation for Nabel & Violette Nijmeh and
family and in gratitude for sponsoring the coffee

hour

For WBHPPSS of Sami & Omaymah Awwad and
family.

For good health and speedy recovery for all the
sick among parishioners and friends. Denise
Shehata, Antoinette Mansour, Basemah Aranki,
Dolores Maalouf, Abe & Tony Baroud, Ghassan
Azar, Mounir Massih, Mary and Elias Elkhoury,
Magdi Rizkalla.

For the rest of the soul: +Jamileh Nakhleh; +Mary
Nahhas; +Sophia Alcheikh; +Dc Tony Shehata;
+Martha Rayyan +Jamileh Akkawi; +Emile &
Clotilde Harb.

Sunday September 6%: Nativity of the
Theotokos (Jreisat family sponsoring Coffee hour)
Friday September 11t 7:30pm Arabic Mass and
lighting of the fire (weather permitting) for the
occasion of the fest of the Holy Cross.

Sunday September 13t%h: Feast of the Exaltation
of the Holy Cross. 15t year Memorial for Jamileh
Akkawi.

1:00 pm Online required diocesan training “Circle
of Grace” for the families and registration for

Sunday School

Sunday September 20th First Sunday School
class

Bishop Francois Beyrouti’s visit to Chicago
Friday October 16%: 5:30pm Prayer service &
cutting ribbon ceremony followed by the Annual
Dinner at Crystal Palace

Saturday October 17 Family Retreat Day
Sunday October 18th: Blessing of Saint John’s
Church at 11:00am

Weekly donations August 16, 2026:

Friday: $100; Sunday: 8:30am: $36; 9:45am: $8;
11am: $1,402; Online Don: $210; Candles: $44;
Rentals: $2,000; Souvenir Book: $250; Religious
items Donations $500; Bulletin Advertisement:
$2,250; Baptisms: $1,000.

Saint John Melkite Catholic Church
330 N Westmore Ave, Villa Park, IL. 60181
Administrator: Fr Imad Barakeh (708-916-2068)
Fr.Imad.Barakeh@melkite.org
Office Phone: 708-680-2210 EE_;-E-.:EE

Office hrs: Mon, Tue, Wed 9am-1pm ;;qu}a i
Email: stjohn.chicago@melkite.org iEl
www.stjohnmelkite.church .

To be added to our parish directory and receive

our bulletin: Please email your full name and
address to: stjohn.chicago(@melkite.org

Donate online:
https://stjohnmelkite.flocknote.com/give /25225

COMFE AND SEE. TRY ALPHA!/

Saint John The Baptist
church cordially invites you
to come to Alpha and
explore life and its

questions in a welcoming, @

friendly environment. This

ten-week series includes a shared meal, a video
that looks at a different question of faith each
week and leads to conversation and an
opportunity to share thoughts and hear from
others. The conversations are fun, open,
honest and judgment free. Alpha is a seven-
week build up to a “Day away retreat” with a
three-week follow up. Alpha is offered free of
charge.

St John’s invites you to our next session of
Alpha. Come and see, even if only for one
night. If you find that Alpha is not for you
there is no pressure to come back.

For more information, please contact George
Sahyouni at georgesahyouni7@gmail.com ot
Nader Sahyouni at xnader@sbcglobal.net
Begins Tuesday Sept 29, 2026 at Libanais

restaurant private room in Lincolnwood.
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St John Families and Business Ownets!
The St John Committee for the upcoming visit of
Bishop Francois has been working hard for you!!
Do you have a family business? Why not purchase
an ad in our Ad book and be a part of the
community our church promotes and supports!
Don’t have a business but still want to support St.
John’s? Purchase a family acknowledgment! This is
a great way to shine a light on your (families)
especially if celebrating a special event this year like
a baptism or graduation. Be the first to bring good
wishes upon our new Church. Don’t miss out on
your chance to “Be the Hope” and help contribute
to our amazing Parish!

Examples and ideas for your advertisement in our
Souvenir book.

We received the first ad for our souvenir book
from a member of Saint Basil Melkite Catholic
Church in RI.

Resignation Announcement
Parish Advisory Council

We wish to inform our parish community that
the chair of the PAC, Nabel Nijmeh, has
submitted the resignation of the Parish
Advisory Council, effective immediately. We
are grateful for the dedicated service, valuable
insights, and commitment to the mission of
our parish.

Please join us in thanking all the members of
the previous PAC for their many
contributions,  especially  their  biggest
accomplishments in purchasing our new and
beautiful church. We ask everyone to pray for
them as they continue to serve our parish in
other ways.

Electoral committee
The electoral committee

133RDANNIVERSARY

CELEBRATION & RE-DEDICATION

Oy

o

With great joy, we congratulate Abouna Imad and

the entire St. John the Baptist Melkite Catholic Church
community on this special 133" Anniversary Celebration
& Re-Dedication.

Abouna Imad holds a very special place in our hearts.

As our former pastor and a spiritual Father, he has been

a blessing to our family and to so many others, We are
grateful for his years of guidance, love, faith, and friendship.

To Abouna Imad and the St. John community, we pray
that God continues to bless your ministry, your parish
family, and the beautiful work you are doing together.

v
With love and plages

Kyle, Marianna, Charlie & Lucas Mardo
(Rhode Island, USA)

consists of Albert Haddad,
Inaam Bisharat, Nabeel
Nijmeh.

The committee is collecting
names of parishioners who are
interested in joining the PAC.
New Members requirements is
to Love God, SERVE our
parish with enthusiasm,
passion and dedication, Have
the flexibility and willingness to
Work with the priest and other
members of the PAC to

advance and success the parish.
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THE BLESSING & DEDICATION OF OUR NEW CHURCH HOME

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
MELKITE CATHOLIC CHURCH

WHERE OUR JOURNEY BEGAN |
NORTHLAKE, TLLINOIS J

(-:;,:, FRIINDAY, OCITOBER 16, 2026 ———
5:30 pMm ‘ 7 :00 M

RIBBON-CUTTING CEREMONY CELEBRATION DINNER
& BLESSING OF THE CHURCH e e RECEPTION

VILLA PARK, ILLINOIS CRYSTAL PALACE BANQUETS

WITH FEATURED GUESTS, CLERGY, MOUNT PROSPECT, ILLINOIS/

— DIGNITARIES & COMMUNITY LEADERS

133 Anniversary Celebration & Re-Dedication
Saint John The Baptist Melkite Catholic Church

7 BECOME A SPONSOR

For our Souvenir Book
Support the restoration costs of our New Location Church Facility
through an advertisement or a greeting.

Promote your business, remember loved ones or send a family greeting!

How good and how pleasant Full Page (Color) -$500

'y ~
it is when God's people — (
dwell together in Half Page (Color) -$250 P w—

: = —
W

Full-2 pages center spread ad (Color) - $2,000
Back cover ad (Color) - $1,500 Souvenir Book

Sponsorship deadline: September 30", 2026
Checks made payable to Saint John’s Church can be mailed to
Saint John’s Church (330 N Westmore Ave, Villa Park, IL. 60181)

Send your advertisement via email to Stjohn.chicago@melkite.org

For general questions, ad questions, ad assistance, please contact our office manager, during office
hours (708) 680-2210 ext. 2 / Email: stjohn.chicago@melkite.org

If possible, please forward your message, artwork, photos or graphics wvia email to
Stiohn.chicago@melkite.org. Please submit your artwork in a jpg format. Call Norma-Jean with
questions




Domingo, 30 de agosto de 2026
14.° Domingo después de Pentecostés — El

Banquete de Bodas del Rey
Himnos
Tropario de la Resurreccion (Tono 5)
Alabemos y adoremos, oh fieles, al Verbo,
coeterno con el Padre y el Espiritu, nacido de la
Virgen para nuestra salvacién; porque quiso ser
elevado en la carne sobre la Cruz, padecer la
muerte y resucitar a los muertos por su gloriosa
Resurreccion.

Kontakion de la Natividad

Por tu santo nacimiento, oh Inmaculada, Joaquin
y Ana fueron librados del oprobio de la esterilidad,
y Adan y Eva, de la corrupcién de la muerte. Tu
pueblo, redimido de la deuda de sus pecados,
clama a ti para honrar tu nacimiento: «jLa estéril da
a luz a la Madre de Dios, Sustentadora de nuestra
vidal»

Epistola: 2 Corintios 1, 21-2, 4

T4, Sefior, nos guardards y nos preservaras para
siempre de esta generacion

Salvame, Sefior, porque ya no queda ningun
hombre santo; la fidelidad ha desaparecido de
entre los hijos de los hombres.

LECTURA de la Segunda Epistola de San Pablo a
los Corintios

HERMANOS: El que nos fortalece, junto con
ustedes, en Cristo, y el que nos ha ungido, es Dios.
El también nos ha marcado con su sello y ha
puesto en nuestros corazones el Espiritu como
garantia. Ahora invoco a Dios como testigo sobre
mi alma de que, por consideracioén hacia ustedes,
no volvi a Corinto. No es que pretendamos
dominar sobre la fe de ustedes, sino que somos
colaboradores de su alegria, porque ustedes
permanecen firmes en la fe. Por eso decidi no
volver a visitarlos con tristeza. Porque si yo los
entristezco, ¢quién podra alegrarme sino aquel a
quien yo mismo he entristecido?

Y les escribi como lo hice para que, cuando vaya,
no tenga tristeza de parte de aquellos que deberian
causarme alegria, pues confio en todos ustedes y sé

que mi alegria es también la alegria de todos
ustedes. Porque les escribi con mucha afliccién y
angustia de corazén, y con muchas lagrimas; no
para entristecerlos, sino para que conocieran el
gran amor que les tengo.
ALELUYA

Cantaré eternamente tus misericordias, Sefior; de
generaciéon en generacion mi boca proclamara tu
fidelidad.

Versiculo: Porque tu has dicho: «Mi misericordia
esta establecida para siempre». En los cielos has
confirmado tu fidelidad.

Lectura del Santo Evangelio segiin San Mateo
Evangelista (22, 2-14)

El Sefior dijo esta parabola: «El Reino de los cielos
es semejante a un rey que celebré el banquete de
bodas de su hijo. Envi6 a sus servidores a llamar a
los invitados a las bodas, pero ellos no quisieron
venir. Entonces envié a otros servidores,
diciéndoles: “Digan a los invitados: Miren, he
preparado mi banquete; mis toros y animales
cebados ya han sido sacrificados, y todo esta
preparado. Vengan al banquete de bodas”.

Pero ellos no hicieron caso y se fueron, uno a su
campo y otro a sus negocios. Los demas se
apoderaron de los servidores, los maltrataron y los
mataron. Al enterarse, el rey se indigné y envio sus
ejércitos, acabo con aquellos asesinos e incendié su
ciudad. Entonces dijo a sus servidores: “El
banquete de bodas esta preparado, pero los
invitados no eran dignos. Vayan, pues, a los cruces
de los caminos e inviten al banquete de bodas a
todos los que encuentren”. Los servidores salieron
a los caminos y reunieron a todos los que
encontraron, buenos y malos, y el salon del
banquete se llené de invitados. Cuando el rey entrd
para ver a los invitados, vio alli a un hombre que
no llevaba traje de boda. Y le dijo: “Amigo, ¢como
has entrado aqui sin traje de bodar”. Pero él se
quedo sin palabras. Entonces el rey dijo a los
servidores: “Atenlo de pies y manos, saquenlo y
arréjenlo afuera, a las tinieblas, donde habra llanto
y rechinar de dientes”. Porque muchos son los
llamados, pero pocos los elegidos».



“Circle of Grace”

September 13, 1:00 pm

The USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of
Children and Young People mandates that
every Catholic diocese/eparchy in the country
provide
prevention training to kids enrolled in religious

age-appropriate  sexual  abuse

education. This training must be repeated every
year. (See the “Parish Compliance with the
USCCB Charter” video below for more

information.)

The Eparchy of Newton uses the “Circle of
Grace” program. “Circle of Grace” is NOT sex
education; it teaches children and youth about
personal boundaries, how to recognize when
boundaries are being violated, and what to do
if this happens. (See the “What is ‘Circle of

Grace’?” video below for more information.)

The “Circle of Grace” content is available for
tree to parents, catechists, and clergy — both the
Standard Lessons used to teach the kids and
the Parents First newsletter which is an
educational resource for parents. You can
access “Circle of Grace” content using this

link.

Children and youth enrolled in religious
education must be trained using the “Circle of
Grace” program before June 30, 2026 to satisfy
the Charter. The training is usually given by a
catechist during one class meeting. No prior
experience with the “Circle of Grace” program
is necessary because each Standard Lesson
provides easy to follow directions.

Please do not begin the training until you have
communicated the following information to
parents of children and youth enrolled in
religious education.

Children and youth enrolled in religious
education must be trained using the “Circle of
Grace” program before June 30, 2026 to satisfy
the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of
Children and Young People.

“Circle of Grace” is NOT sex education; it
teaches children and youth about personal
boundaries, how to recognize when boundaries
are being violated, and what to do if this
happens.

The “Circle of Grace” content is available for
free to parents, catechists, and clergy — both the
Standard Lessons used to teach the kids and
the Parents First newsletter which is an
educational resource for parents. Contact the
Safe Environment Coordinator

(sean.mclaughlin@melkite.org) for access to
"Circle of Grace."

Parents have the right to opt out their children
from the training. The Eparchy simply asks
that the opt-out form be submitted which is
available on the Eparchy website. Go to Safe
Environment > Key Links > Parent Opt-out
Form for “Circle of Grace” Training,



Samaritan's Purse Seasonal Job Openings
Greetings,

My name is Olga, and I am with Samaritan’s
Purse Human Resources, hiring for Operation
Christmas Child. We are currently seeking to
hire approximately 150 Christian men and
women for paid positions on a four-week
project with Operation Christmas Child, and
we need your help to spread the word!
Partnering with like-minded churches and
organizations is the most effective way to
identify candidates who are passionate about
spreading the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
and working in our processing centers.

Our seasonal positions include a wide variety
of customer service roles, such as team
coaches, greeters, and floor coordinators.
There are also a variety of warehouse positions
- including dockworkers, quality/inventory
control, class A CDL drivers, and forklift
drivers. The ideal candidates for these
positions will have a saving relationship with
Jesus Christ, align with the mission of
Samaritan’s Purse, work well with volunteers,
be flexible, and function well in a fast-paced
environment.

If you know anyone in your congregation who
would be interested and match this description,
please feel free to share this information with
them.

e Seasonal Employment (mid-November
through mid-December) at the Operation
Christmas Child facility in Aurora, IL

* 40+ hours per week, Monday — Saturday
(Thanksgiving Day off)

e Customer Service Team Member Job
Description: Customer Service Team Member
in Aurora, 1L.

* Warehouse Team Member Job Description:
Warehouse Team Member in Aurora, IL.

* Hourly pay rate of $20 per hour for Customer
Service and Warehouse Workers

. The joy of being part of a community
of believers whose efforts are making a
difference around the world

God is so amazing. Last year, we packed
around 12.4 million shoeboxes, and each
shoebox can impact around 10 people for
Jesus. We can’t accomplish this without your
help and that of our seasonal associates! If you
have packed a shoebox, volunteered in our
processing center, worked on our seasonal
teams, or prayed for the children who will
receive the gospel opportunities... Thank
youlll

We ask that you would spread the word about
these temporary job opportunities to help us
continue to spread the Good News of Jesus
Christ.

Would you post the attached information in
your bulletin, on your job board, in your social
media, or send this in an email blast to your
congregation? Would you send this to anyone
who matched this description and is looking
for a seasonal job? We are grateful for any way
that you can help us spread the word to fill
these seasonal jobs with an eternal purpose!
Questions and more information — We would
love to answer any questions you may have or
send you more information about our hiring.
Please reply to this email with any questions or
information requests or contact me directly at
the number below.

Blessings,

Olga Becker

SAMARITAN'S PURSE

Recruiter | HUMAN RESOURCES
331-342-1782

obecker(@samaritan.org

800 N Commerce St. | Aurora, IL 60504

https:/ /www.samaritanspurse.org
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FUNERAL HOME vofessional

140 E. North Ave, Northlake  Sewice
Chicago and Suburban Chapels Available

Len Zielinski

el CUC S (708)562—0044 Funeral Director

PIZZA & WINGS

3208 N. PULASKI RD. CHICAGO, IL 60641
773-545-3705
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Will you
join my

Vocation

Journey?

LABOURE'

HELP RESCUE VOCATIONS

Dear Parishioners,

It is my joy to share with you all that I am discerning a vocation to be a priest with the Melkite
Catholic Eparchy of Newton. I am thankful to have the opportunity to invite you all with me on
this journey towards continuing this chapter of my life with Christ.

As a next step towards formation, the Melkite Catholic
Eparchy of Newton and I have partnered with The Labouré
Society, a Catholic non-profit 501(c)(3), to help overcome the
obstacle of education expenses. I'm thankful for the support of
the parish leadership and staff in this work. I humbly ask for
your prayers and support as my Labouré classmates and I

~ work towards entering the next stage of formation.

| If you would like to know more about my vocation journey and my
work with The Labouré Society, I would love to speak with you

S ndividually. Please don't hesitate to reach out to me via email:
S Christopher. Karroum@rescuevocations.org or by phone:
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"Come after me, and I will make
you fishers of men."

- Matthew 4:19

Your support builds God's Kingdom by helping aspiring priests and
religious respond to God's call.

Through Labouré, hundreds of future Catholic priests, sisters, and brothers have overcome the
barrier of education expenses to pursue their vocations.

Do you want more priests, sisters,

and brothers?

Please prayerfully consider supporting
Christopher’s calling to join the Melkite Catholic
Eparchy of Newton, where he will dedicate his
life to serve Christ and His Church.
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