St. John Melkite Catholic Church
330 N Westmore Ave - Villa Park, Illinois 60181 www.stjohnmelkite.church
Office (708) 680-2210 / Email: stjohn.chicago@melkite.org
Prayers Hotline, https://chat.whatsapp.com/DjekhCR0tVC5kGH3KLYBav

Sunday, August 23, 2026, 13th Sunday After Pentecost - The Wicked Tenants
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Services:
Fridays 7:30 pm: Arabic Divine Liturgy
Sundays 8:30 am English Divine Liturgy
9:45 am Spanish Divine Liturgy

11:00 am English/Arabic

Antiphon Prayer:
O God Almighty, You gave us your most holy
Mother Mary as a mother for us all and transferred
her, body and soul, from this world to Heaven’s

glory. We ask you through her intercession to
inflame our hearts with the fire of your love so that
we may always seek the heavenly blessings and
reach the glory of resurrection. For You are our
Life, and our resurrection, O Christ God, and to
You we render glory and to your eternal Father and
your All-holy, Good and Life-giving Spirit, now
and always and forever and ever.
-4d odualy) 35a
(L L] 2y Aol 3011 4530 5 Ulae T 42 b ¢ pasl) adyl L
Al colondl e ) allall 138 o Lgauii g L dusn 3 LgTaia
) Ly o (S liina iy Lol 4 il o Lo lady
il Y Al aaa ) Cayl oad (it dd slalal) oyl
Sl )5 canall @8 55 @bl 5 () Fnal) Ll oLl g Uil
ConIl as (s o)l OS5 O e sl a5 5 2 5Y)
Antiphons of the Dormition:

1-Sing joyfully to the Lord, all you land; serve the
Lord with gladness; come before Him with joyful
song.
R. Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O
Savior, Save us!
2-Enter his gates with thanksgiving, his courts with
praise; give thanks to Him, bless his name.
3-As we have heard, so we have seen in the city of
the Lord of Hosts, in the city of our God.
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Troparion of the Dormition: In giving birth, you
have preserved your virginity and in falling asleep
you did not forsake the world, O Mother of God.
You have passed to life being the Mother of Life.
Through your intercession, save our souls from
death
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Kondakion of the Dormition: Neither death nor
the tomb could hold the Mother of God, our
watchful Protectress and our unfailing hope. Since
she is the Mother of Life. Christ who dwelt in her
ever-virginal womb lifted her up to the eternal life
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Epistle: 1 Cor 16:13-24
How great are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you
have wrought them all.
Bless the Lord, O my soul! You are very great
indeed, O Lord my God!


http://www.stjohnmelkite.church/
mailto:stjohnthebaptist.northlake@melkite.org
https://chat.whatsapp.com/DjekhCR0tVC5kGH3KLYBav

Reading from the First Epistle
of St. Paul to the Corinthians:
16: 13-24

BRETHREN, watch, stand
fast in the faith, act like men, be
strong. Let everything you do |
be done out of love.
Now, I beg you, Brethren: you
know that the members of |
Stephanas’ family are the first

fruits of Achaia and have -+
devoted themselves to the service of the saints. To
such as these, you too become subject, and to
every helper and worker. I rejoice at the presence
of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus,
because what was lacking on your part they have
supplied, for they have refreshed both my spirit
and yours. To such as these, therefore, give
recognition.

The churches of Asia greet you. Acuila and
Priscilla with the church at their house greet you
heartily iii the Lord. All the brethren greet you.
Greet one another with a holy kiss.

I, Paul, greet you with my own hand. If any man
does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him he
accursed. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.
My love is with all of you in Christ Jesus. Amen.
ALLELUIA

String your bow, go forth, reign for the sake of
truth, meekness and righteousness and your right
hand shall lead you wonderfully.

You loved righteousness and hated iniquity:
therefore God, your God, anointed you with the
oil of joy above your companions.
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Gospel: Matthew 21:33-42 - The Parable of the
Criminal Tenants

The Lord told this parable: “There was a man, a
landowner, who planted a vineyard, and put a
hedge around it, and dug a wine vat in it, and built
a tower; then he leased it to the vine-dressers, and
went abroad. But when the fruit season drew near,
he sent his servants to the vine-dressers to receive
his fruits. And the vine-dressers seized his
servants, and beat one, killed another, and stoned
another. Again he sent another party of servants
more numerous than the first; and they did the
same to these. Finally he sent his son to them,
saying, “They will respect my son.” But the vine-
dressers, on seeing the son, said among
themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him,
and we shall have his inheritance.” So they seized
him, cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him.
When, therefore, the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those vine-dressers?” They said
to him, “He will utterly destroy those evil men, and
will lease the vineyard to other vine-dressers, who
will render to him the fruits in their seasons.” Jesus
said to them, “Did you never read in the
Scriptures, “The Stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone; by the Lord this has

been done, and it is wonderful in our eyes’
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Hymn to the Theotokos:
All human generations bless you, O Mother of
God. The laws of nature were bypassed in you, for

your birth-giving left you a virgin and your death
became the herald of your life. O you who
remained virginal after having given birth, and
alive after having died, O Mother of God, deign

always to save your inheritance!
AY) Bl of i)

a5 Al 8all 5 b ecthiiad Jua¥) fsen
3aY gl oY el cild 8 dagdall 3gaa o (AdEN gl Le)
B o o b slalllis e el Hla 38 G sall 5 Y iy lilaia

Ll B joe aald a1¥1 21 L8 i pal) S o 533 50

Mass intentions for Sunday 23+ of August:
For Well Being, Health, Peace, Protection, Safety
and Salvation for Mike & Andrea Arbash and
family and in gratitude for sponsoring the coffee
hour

For WBHPPSS of Sami & Omaymah Awwad and
family.

For good health and speedy recovery for all the
sick among parishioners and friends. Denise
Shehata, Antoinette Mansour, Basemah Aranki,
Dolores Maalouf, Abe & Tony Baroud, Ghassan
Azar, Mounir Massih, Mary and Elias Elkhoury,
Magdi Rizkalla.

For the rest of the soul: +Samih Gammal; +
Jamileh Nakhleh; +Sophia Alcheikh; +Dc Tony
Shehata; +Martha Rayyan +Jamileh Akkawi;
+Emile & Clotilde Harb.

Sunday August 30%: +Jamileh Nakhleh

(Nabel Nijmeh sponsoring coffee hour)

Sunday September 6%: Nativity of the
Theotokos (Jreisat family sponsoring Coffee hour)
Sunday September 13t%h: Feast of the Exaltation
of the Holy Cross. 15t year Memorial for Jamileh
Akkawi.

Greeting the families and registration for Sunday
School

Bishop Francois Beyrouti’s visit to Chicago
Friday October 16%: 5:30pm Prayer service &
cutting ribbon ceremony followed by the Annual
Dinner at Crystal Palace

Saturday October 17 Family Retreat Day
Sunday October 18th: Blessing of Saint John’s
Church at 11:00am

Weekly donations August 16, 2026:

Friday: $547; Sunday: 8:30am: $130; 9:45am: $32;
11am: $2,242; Online Don: $150; Candles: $135;
Memorials: $650; Rentals: $700; Mail Donations:
$50; Religious items Donations $600.




Saint John Melkite Catholic Church
330 N Westmore Ave, Villa Park, IL. 60181
Administrator: Fr Imad Barakeh (708-916-2068)
Fr.Imad.Barakeh(@melkite.org
Office Phone: 708-680-2210 EEE.;E&E

Office hrs: Mon, Tue, Wed 9am-1pm ;;qu}a i
Email: stjohn.chicago@melkite.org iEl
www.stjohnmelkite.church .

To be added to our parish directory and receive

our bulletin: Please email your full name and
address to: stjohn.chicago(@melkite.org

Donate online:
https://stjohnmelkite.flocknote.com/give /25225
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We want to express aur deepest ghratitude
for the estracidinaly generobity youw've
shown. Yfour volunteer wark upholstering the
church pews — done entirely out of kindrness
and without charge — didn’t just beautifly ounr
sacred bpace, it saved us $17,000.
willingness to serve are a tue blesbing ta out
your time, youwr skill, and your heart. Ue
are profoundly grateful to you. Youwr
from the battom off our hearts.

COME AND SEE. TRY ALPHA!/

Saint John The Baptist
church cordially invites you

to come to Alpha and TRYs
explore life and its

questions in a welcoming, @
triendly environment. This

ten-week series includes a shared meal, a video
that looks at a different question of faith each
week and leads to conversation and an
opportunity to share thoughts and hear from
others.
honest and judgment free. Alpha is a seven-

week build up to a “Day away retreat” with a
three-week follow up. Alpha is offered free of

The conversations are fun, open,

charge.

St John’s invites you to our next session of
Alpha. Come and see, even if only for one
night. If you find that Alpha is not for you
there is no pressure to come back.

For more information, please contact George
Sahyouni at georgesahyouni7@gmail.com ot
Nader Sahyouni at xnader@sbcglobal.net
Begins Tuesday Sept 29, 2026 at Libanais

restaurant private room in Lincolnwood.

October 23/24/25, 2026
Time to Clean House? Donate to the Fall
Rummage Sale! As you tackle your spring cleaning,
keep the church in mind! We’re collecting

donations for our Fall Rummage Sale and would
love your gently used treasures — clothing, shoes,
household items, decor and small furniture. Drop
off your items at church on Sundays or call May
Mansour (312) 493-3897 to make other
arrangements. Your clutter could be someone
else’s blessing.
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St John Families and Business Ownets!
The St John Committee for the upcoming visit of
Bishop Francois has been working hard for you!!
Do you have a family business? Why not purchase
an ad in our Ad book and be a part of the
community our church promotes and supports!
Don’t have a business but still want to support St.
John’s? Purchase a family acknowledgment! This is
a great way to shine a light on your (families)
especially if celebrating a special event this year like
a baptism or graduation. Be the first to bring good
wishes upon our new Church. Don’t miss out on
your chance to “Be the Hope” and help contribute
to our amazing Parish!

Examples and ideas for your advertisement in our
Souvenir book.

Conpattitons
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CELEBRATION & RE-DEDICATION
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With great joy, we congratulate Abouna Imad and

the entire St. John the Baptist Melkite Catholic Church
community on this special 133 Anniversary Celebration
& Re-Dedication.

Abouna Imad holds a very special place in our hearts.

As our former pastor and a spiritual Father, he has been

a blessing to our family and to so many others. We are
grateful for his years of guidance, love, faith, and friendship.

To Abouna Imad and the St. John community, we pray
that God continues to bless your ministry, your parish
family, and the beautiful work you are doing together.

i . -
UWith love and, ;
Kyle, Marianna, Charlie & Lucas Mardo
(Rhode Island, USA)

We received the first ad for our souvenir book
from a member of Saint Basil Melkite Catholic
Church in RI.

Jesus Said:

Ne ane patches an old cloak with a piece of
unstruunk cloth, for its fullness pulls away
from the cloak and the tear gets worse.
Peaple de not put new wine into. old wineskins.
Othewwise, the skins bust, the wine spills out,
and the skins are wiined. Rather, they pour
new wine into fresh winestins, and both are
presewed.” Mat 9:16-17

You cmﬂmf pour ﬂu‘ NE\N into the CII..D

You cannot mix law with grace.

“*New wine is it inlo Hew
arrd Enr.f: are preserved. >
2 pum— Matrhew 9

OLD: Low - mm.—u - Works NE'W, Grace - Faith « New Life

Transformation — not fication

Fulfillment — ot repair

Resignation Announcement
Parish Advisory Council

We wish to inform our parish community that
the chair of the PAC, Nabel Nijmeh, has
submitted the resignation of the Parish
Advisory Council, effective immediately. We
are grateful for the dedicated service, valuable
insights, and commitment to the mission of
our parish.

Please join us in thanking all the members of
the previous PAC for their many
contributions,  especially  their  biggest
accomplishments in purchasing our new and
beautiful church. We ask everyone to pray for
them as they continue to serve our parish in

other ways.

Next Step

We need to create an electoral committee to set
a date for electing new PAC members.

I hope the committee in the next couple of
weeks starts collecting names of parishioners
who are interested in joining the PAC to
SERVE our church with enthusiasm,
PASSION and dedication.



133" Anniversary Celebration & Re-Dedication
Saint John The Baptist Melkite Catholic Church

BECOME A SPONSOR 5~

For our Souvenir Book

Support the restoration costs of our New Location Church Facility
through an advertisement or a greeting.

Promote your business, remember loved ones or send a family greeting!

How good and how pleasant FUH Page (COlor) '$500
it is when God's people
dwell together in Ha]f Page (Color) $250

w%m Full-2 pages center spread ad (Color) - $2, 000
i Back cover ad (Color) - $1,500 Souvenir Book

Sponsorship deadline: September 30™, 2026

Checks made payable to Saint John’s Church can be mailed to
Saint John’s Church (330 N Westmore Ave, Villa Park, IL 60181)

Send your advertisement via email to Stjohn.chicago@melkite.org

For general questions, ad questions, ad assistance, please contact our office manager, during office
hours (708) 680-2210 ext. 2 / Email: stjohn.chicago@melkite.org

If possible, please forward your message, artwork, photos or graphics via email to

Stjohn.chicago@melkite.org. Please submit your artwork in a jpg format. Call Norma-Jean with
questions




Domingo, 23 de agosto de 2026
13.° Domingo después de Pentecostés — Los
vinadores malvados

Himnos

Tropario de la Dormiciéon: En tu maternidad
conservaste la virginidad y en tu Dormicién no
abandonaste al mundo, oh Madre de Dios. Pasaste
a la vida, siendo la Madre de la Vida. Por tu
intercesion, salva nuestras almas de la muerte.
Kontakion: Ni la muerte ni el sepulcro pudieron
retener a la Madre de Dios, nuestra Protectora
vigilante y nuestra esperanza infalible. Porque ella
es la Madre de la Vida. Cristo, que habité en su
seno siempre virginal, la elevé a la vida eterna.

Epistola: 1 Corintios 16,13-24

Qué grandes son tus obras, Sefior! Todo lo hiciste
con sabiduria.

Bendice al Sefior, alma mfa! [Sefor, Dios mio, qué
grande eres!

Lectura de la Primera Carta del Apéstol San Pablo
a los Corintios (16,13-24)

HERMANOS: Estén vigilantes, permanezcan
firmes en la fe, sean valientes y fuertes. Que todo
lo que hagan sea hecho con amor.

Ahora, hermanos, les ruego: ustedes saben que los
miembros de la familia de Estéfanas son las
primicias de Acaya y que se han dedicado al
servicio de los santos. Sométanse también ustedes
a personas como estas y a todo aquel que colabora
y trabaja. Me alegro por la presencia de Estéfanas,
Fortunato y Acaico, porque ellos han suplido lo
que faltaba de parte de ustedes, pues han
reconfortado tanto mi espiritu como el de ustedes.
Por tanto, sepan reconocer a personas como estas.
Las Iglesias de Asia los saludan. Aquila y Priscila,
junto con la Iglesia que se reune en su casa, los
saludan cordialmente en el Sefior. Todos los
hermanos los saludan. Saludense unos a otros con
el beso santo. Yo, Pablo, los saludo de mi propia
mano. St alguno no ama al Sefior Jesucristo, sea
anatema. La gracia de nuestro Sefor Jesus esté con
ustedes. Mi amor esté con todos ustedes en Cristo
Jests. Amén.

ALELUYA

Cine tu espada, avanza y reina por la verdad, la
mansedumbre y la justicia; y tu mano derecha te
guiara maravillosamente.

Amaste la justicia y odiaste la iniquidad; por eso
Dios, tu Dios, te ungié con dleo de

alegria por encima de tus compafieros.

Evangelio: Mateo 21,33-42

Lectura del Santo Evangelio segun San Mateo

El Senor dijo esta parabola: «Habfa un hombre,
propietario de un campo, que planté una vifia, la
cercé con un vallado, cavé en ella un lagar y
construyé una torre. Luego la arrendé a unos
vifiadores y se fue de viaje. Cuando se acerco el
tiempo de la cosecha, envié a sus servidores a los
vifladores para recibir los frutos que le
correspondian. Pero los vinadores se apoderaron
de sus servidores: golpearon a uno, mataron a otro
y apedrearon a un tercero. Entonces envi
nuevamente a otros servidores, mas numerosos
que los primeros, y los trataron de la misma
manera. Finalmente les envié a su propio hijo,
pensando: “Respetaran a mi hijo”. Pero, al vetlo,
los vifiadores se dijeron entre si: “Este es el
heredero. Vamos, matémoslo y quedémonos con
su herencia”. Entonces se apoderaron de él, lo
arrojaron fuera de la vifia y lo mataron. Cuando
venga el duefio de la vifia, ¢qué hara con aquellos
vifiadores?» Ellos le respondieron: «Acabara con
esos malvados de una manera terrible y arrendara
la vifia a otros vifiadores que le entreguen los frutos
a su debido tiempo. Jesus les dijo: «sNunca han
leido en las Escrituras: “La piedra que rechazaron
los constructores ha llegado a ser la piedra angular;
esto lo ha hecho el Sefior y es admirable a nuestros
0j0os”’?»

Hirmos: Todas las generaciones humanas te
proclaman bienaventurada, oh Madre de Dios! Las
leyes de la naturaleza fueron vencidas en ti, oh
Virgen pura: porque al dar a luz permaneciste
virgen, y tu muerte se convirtié en anuncio de vida.
Oh t4, que permaneciste virgen después de dar a
luz y viva después de haber muerto. Oh Madre de
Dios, dignate salvar siempre a tu heredad.
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Dr. Jeries Jreisat
Chivopractic Physician

Libanais.

47 E. Chicago Ave., Suite 3328
Naperville, IL 60540 '
312-763-6542
info@chirostretch.net

(224)470-1515
www.libanaischicago.com
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