St. John Melkite Catholic Church
330 N Westmore Ave —Villa Park, Illinois 60181 www.stjohnmelkite.church
Office (708) 680-2210 / Email: stjohn.chicago@melkite.org
Prayers Hotline, https://chat.whatsapp.com/DjekhCR0OtVC5kGH3KLYBav

Sunday, August 9, 2026, HOLY TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
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Services: O Son of God who were transfigured on Mount

Fridays 7:30 pm: Arabic Divine Liturgy
Sundays 8:30 am English Divine Liturgy
9:45 am Spanish Divine Liturgy

11:00 am English/Arabic

Antiphon Prayer:
O Christ God, when You were transfigured in
glory on Mount Tabor, You manifested the

splendor of your Divinity to your disciples and
sanctified the whole universe by your Light.
Ilumine us too by the Light of your knowledge.
Guide us on the way of your commandments.
Make us worthy to inherit your eternal Kingdom.
For You are Good and Lover of mankind and to
You we render glory and to your Eternal Father
and your All-holy, Good and Life-giving Spirit,
now and always and forever and ever.
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Antiphons of the Transfiguration:
1- His foundation upon the holy mountains; the
Lord loves the gates of Sion more that any
dwelling of Jacob.

Thabort, save us who sing to You: Alleluial
2- Glorious things are said of you, O City of God!
3- O Sion they shall say: “A man was born in her,
and He is the Most High who made her.
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Entrance Hymn: “Come Tabor and Hermon
shall rejoice in your name. O Son of God, Who

were transfigured on mount Tabor, save us who

sing to You: Alleluial”
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HYMNS:
Troparion of the Feast: You were transfigured on
the mountain, O Christ God showing your
disciples as much of your glory as they could hold.
Let your eternal light shine also upon us sinners,
through the prayer of the Mother of God, O Giver
of light, glory to You. )
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Kondakion of the Transfiguration O Christ God,
you were transfigured on the Mountain, and your
disciples saw as much of your glory as they could
hold, so that seeing You crucified they would
know You had willed to suffer your passion and
would proclaim to the world that You as verily the
Reflection of the Father.


http://www.stjohnmelkite.church/
mailto:stjohnthebaptist.northlake@melkite.org
https://chat.whatsapp.com/DjekhCR0tVC5kGH3KLYBav
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Epistle: 2 Peter 1:10-19

How great are your works, O Lord! In
wisdom you have wrought them all. K
Bless the Lord, O my soul! You are very | ':‘“.
great indeed, O Lord, my God!

READING from the Second Epistle of |
St. Peter the Apostle: 1:10-19
BRETHREN, strive more ardently by good works
to make your calling and election certain. For if
you do this, you will not fall into sin at any time.
Indeed, in this way the entrance into the
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ will be amply provided for you.

Therefore, I shall begin to remind you always of
these things — although indeed you know them
and are well established in the present truth. As
long as I am in this tabernacle, I think it right to
arouse you by a reminder, knowing as I do that the
taking away of my tabernacle is at hand, just as the
Lord Jesus Christ signified to me. Moreover, I will
endeavor that even after my death you may often
have occasion to recall these things to mind.

For we were not following fictitious tales when we
made known to you the power and the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ but had been eyewitnesses
of his grandeur. For he received from God the
Father honor and glory when, coming down from
the magnificent glory, a voice spoke to him in these
words: “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well
pleased (Mt.17:5).” And this voice we ourselves
heard borne from heaven when we were with him
on the holy mountain.

And we have the word of prophecy surer still, to
which you do well to attend, as to a lamp shining
in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts.

ALLELUIA:

Yours are the heavens and yours is the earth; the
wortld and its fullness you have found.

Blessed is the people whose God is the Lord!
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Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 —

(Transfiguration of the Lord)
At that time Jesus took Peter, James, and his
brother John, and led them up a high mountain by
themselves, and was transfigured before them.
And his face shone as the sun, and his clothes
became white as light. And behold, there appeared
to them Moses and Elijah talking together with
him. Then Peter addressed Jesus, saying, “Lord, it
is good for us to be here. If you will, let us set up
three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and
one for Elijah” As he was still speaking, behold, a
bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a
voice out of the cloud said, “This is my beloved
Son in whom I am well pleased, hear him.” And
on hearing it the disciples fell on their faces and
were terrified. And Jesus came near and touched
them, and said to them, “Arise, and do not be
afraid.” But lifting up their eyes, they saw no one



but Jesus only. And as they were coming down
from the mountain, Jesus cautioned them, saying,
“Tell the vision to no one, till the Son of Man has
risen from the dead.”
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Hymn to the Theotokos:
You gave birth without stain, for it was God
incarnate in the flesh who came forth from your
womb. He was seen on earth and conversed with
men. Wherefore, O Mother of God, we all exalt
you.
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Communion Hymn: “Lord, we shall walk in the

light of the glory of your Countenance forever.
Alleluia!l”
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Post-communion hymn: Troparion of the

Transfiguration,
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Blessings of the grapes:
Bless, O Heavenly
Father, this new fruit

of the vine which you
permitted to ripen
through good weather
and drops of dew.
May it bring joy for us
who will partake of it
and forgiveness of sins to those who offer it.
Through the pure Body and Blood of your Christ,
with whom You are blessed, together with your
All-holy, Good and Life-giving Spirit, now and

always and forever and ever.

Mass intentions Sun. 9t of August:

For good health and speedy recovery for all the
sick among parishioners and friends. Denise
Shehata, Antoinette Mansour, Basemah Aranki,
Dolores Maalouf, Abe & Tony Baroud, Ghassan
Azar, Mounir Massih, Marie Jabbour, Elias
Elkhoury, Germaine Hanna, Magdi Rizkalla.

For the rest of the soul: +Sophia Alcheikh;
+Suhail, Hneineh, & Ghaleb Rafidia; +Claude
Hawa; +Dc Tony Shehata; +Martha Rayyan
+Jamileh Akkawi; +Emile & Clotilde Harb;
+George Haddad; +FElie & George Ghawi;

Friday August 14: 7:30 pm Arabic Vigil Mass for
the Dormition of the Virgin Mary & procession.
Saturday August 15: 11:00 am Requiem Divine
Liturgy & Memorial for + Sophia Mansour
ElCheikh.

Sunday August 16%: Feast of the Dormition

40 day Memorial for Archdeacon Toni Shehata
Sunday September 13%: Feast of the exaltation
of the Holy Cross.

Bishop Francois Beyrouti’s visit to Chicago
Friday October 16%: 5:30pm Prayer service &
cutting ribbon ceremony followed by the Annual
Dinner at Crystal Palace

Saturday October 17 Family Retreat Day
Sunday October 18th: Blessing of Saint John’s
Church at 11:00am




Saint John Melkite Catholic Church
330 N Westmore Ave, Villa Park, IL. 60181
Administrator: Fr Imad Barakeh (708-916-2068)
Fr.Imad.Barakeh(@melkite.org
Office Phone: 708-680-2210 EEE.;E&E

Office hrs: Mon, Tue, Wed 9am-1pm ;;qu}a i
Email: stjohn.chicago@melkite.org iEl
www.stjohnmelkite.church .

To be added to our parish directory and receive

our bulletin: Please email your full name and
address to: stjohn.chicago(@melkite.org

Donate online:
https://stjohnmelkite.flocknote.com/give /25225

Weekly donations July 26, 2026:

Friday: $120; Sunday: 8:30am: $112; 9:45am: $20;
11am: $1,592; Online Don: $290; Candles: $30;
Memorials: $200; Rentals: $1500; Religious items
Donations $1,000.
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Time to Clean House? Donate to the Fall
Rummage Sale! As you tackle your spring cleaning,
keep the church in mind! We’re collecting
donations for our Fall Rummage Sale and would
love your gently used treasures — clothing, shoes,
household items, decor and small furniture. Drop
off your items at church on Sundays or call May
Mansour (312) 493-3897 to make other
arrangements. Your clutter could be someone
else’s blessing.
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hearts are filled with
gratitude for the many blessings God had
bestowed upon us over those three days. Together,
we laughed, learned, prayed, sang, played, and grew
in our faith as we explored this year's theme: "I am

the Light of the World; he who follows me will not
walk in darkness but will have the light of life"
(John 8:12).

To our incredible adult volunteers and NAMY
youth group, thank you for your generous gift of
time, energy, enthusiasm and love. Your
dedication and patience helped make this camp a
truly memorable experience for every child.
Whether you led a game, helped with crafts, skits,
served a meal, or simply offered an encouraging
smile, you reflected the light of Christ in countless
ways. Your service is a beautiful witness to our
parish community, and we are grateful.

To our parents, thank you for entrusting your
children to our care and for supporting this
important ministry. It has been a blessing to share
in your children's faith journey and to watch them
grow in their love for Christ and His Church. We
hope they returned home with joyful memories,
new friendships, and a deeper understanding that
Jesus is truly the Light of the World.

A special thank you to Fr. Imad for leading us in
prayer, teaching the children the faith along with
beautiful hymns. You will have the opportunity to
hear them in church this Sunday.

Above all;, we thank God for His abundant
blessings and entrust the fruits of this camp to the
loving protection and intercession of the Most
Holy Theotokos. May the seeds of faith planted
continue to grow in the hearts of our children and
may each of us continue to reflect Christ's light in
our homes and lives.

Thank you all for making this year's Theotokos
Bible Camp such a joyful and faith-filled success.
May God bless you and your families and may the
Light of Christ continue to shine brightly in your
hearts.

4 Simple Ways to Celebrate
The Transfiguration
Eat grapes
Go on a hike
Build three tents
Make a butterfly garden
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St John Families and Business Ownets!

be our
SPpONSor
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The St John Committee for the upcoming visit of

Bishop Francois has been working hard for you!!
Do you have a family business? Why not purchase
an ad in our Ad book and be a part of the
community our church promotes and supports!
Don’t have a business but still want to support St.
John’s? Purchase a family acknowledgment! This is
a great way to shine a light on your (families)
especially if celebrating a special event this year like
a baptism or graduation. Be the first to bring good
wishes upon our new Church. Don’t miss out on
your chance to “Be the Hope™ and help contribute
to our amazing Parish!

Weorlly are you,
OUR LORD
AND GOD,

e Lrecewe
AND HONO
AND POWER

Revelolion 4.21

Until the day breaks
and the morning star rises
in your hearts

¢

How to Pray
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Matthew 6:10-13

PRAISE for who He is.
for what He has done.

OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED
BE THY NAME.

REPENT of sins | have committed.
of commands | have neglected.

AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS, AS WE
FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS.

ASK for the needs of others.
for my needs.
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD.

AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT
DELIVER US FROM EVIL.

YIELD my will to God's will.
my agenda to God's agenda for me.

THY KINGDOM COME. THY WILL BE DONE ON
EARTHAS IT IS IN HEAVEN.

FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER,
AND THE GLORY, FOR EVER. AMEN.



Domingo, 9 de agosto de 2026

11.° Domingo después de Pentecostés —
Himnos
Tropario de la Resurreccion (Tono 2)
Cuando descendiste a la muerte, oh Vida inmortal,
destruiste al Hades con el resplandor de tu
divinidad. Y cuando levantaste a los muertos de las
profundidades de la tierra, todas las potestades
celestiales clamaban a Ti: «{Oh Cristo Dios, Dador
de la vida, gloria a Til»
Tropario de la Transfiguracion (Tono 7)
Te transfiguraste en el monte, oh Cristo Dios,
mostrando a tus discipulos tu gloria tanto cuanto
ellos podian soportarla. Haz resplandecer también
sobre nosotros, pecadores, tu luz eterna, por las
oraciones de la Madre de Dios. Oh Dador de la
luz, gloria a Ti.
Tropario del Santo Apdstol Matias (Tono 3)
Oh Santo Apdstol Matias, intercede ante Dios, rico
en misericordia, para que nos conceda el perdén
de nuestros pecados.
Epistola: 1 Corintios 9, 2-12
Mi fuerza y mi valor es el Sefior; El ha sido mi
Salvador.

El Sefior me corrigié con su ensefianza, pero no
me entrego a la muerte.

Lectura de la Primera Carta del Santo Apéstol
Pablo a los Corintios

Hermanos: Ustedes son el sello de mi apostolado
en el Senor. Esta es mi defensa ante quienes me
juzgan: ¢Acaso no tenemos derecho a comer y
beber? ¢No tenemos derecho a llevar con nosotros
una esposa creyente, como hacen los demas
apostoles, los hermanos del Sefior y Cefas? ¢O
solamente Bernabé y yo no tenemos derecho a
dejar el trabajo manual? ;Qué soldado presta
servicio militar pagando sus propios gastos?
¢Quién planta una vifla y no come de su fruto?
¢Quién apacienta un rebafio y no bebe de la leche
del rebafior ¢Digo esto solamente desde un punto
de vista humano? ¢No dice también esto la Ley?
Porque esta escrito en la Ley de Moisés: «No
pondras bozal al buey que trilla.y (Dt 25,4). sAcaso
Dios se preocupa solamente de los bueyes? :No lo
dice mas bien por nosotros? Si, por nosotros fue

escrito, porque quien ara debe hacerlo con
esperanza, y quien trilla debe hacerlo con la
esperanza de participar de la cosecha. Si hemos
sembrado entre ustedes bienes espirituales, Jes
demasiado que cosechemos bienes materiales? Si
otros participan de este derecho sobre ustedes, ¢no
lo tendremos nosotros con mayor razén? Sin
embargo, no hemos hecho uso de este derecho,
sino que soportamos todos los gastos, para no
poner obstaculo alguno al Evangelio de Cristo.
ALELUYA

El Senor te escuchara en el dia de la angustia; el
nombre del Dios de Jacob te protegera.

Oh Sefior, salva a tu pueblo y bendice tu heredad.

Evangelio: Mateo 18, 23-35

Lectura del Santo Evangelio segun San Mateo

En aquel tiempo, el Sefior dijo esta parabola: «El
Reino de los Cielos es semejante a un rey que quiso
ajustar cuentas con sus siervos. Al comenzar a
hacerlo, le presentaron a uno que le debia millones.
Como no tenfa con qué pagar, el sefior mandé que
fuera vendido junto con su mujer, sus hijos y todo
lo que poseia, para saldar la deuda. Entonces el
siervo, postrandose, le suplico: Ten paciencia
conmigo y te lo pagaré todo. Movido a compasion,
el sefior de aquel siervo lo dejé en libertad y le
perdon6 la deuda. Pero al salir, aquel siervo
encontré a uno de sus compafieros que le debia
una pequefa cantidad. Lo sujet6 por el cuello y le
decia: Paga lo que me debes. Su compafiero se
echo a sus pies y le rogaba: Ten paciencia conmigo
y te lo pagaré. Pero ¢l no quiso, sino que fue y lo
hizo meter en la carcel hasta que pagara la deuda.
Al ver lo sucedido, los demas companeros se
entristecieron mucho y fueron a contar a su seflor
todo lo que habia pasado. Entonces el sefor lo
llam¢ y le dijo: Siervo malvado, yo te perdoné toda
aquella deuda porque me lo suplicaste. ;No debias
tu también tener compasion de tu compafiero, asi
como yo tuve compasion de ti? Y, lleno de
indignacién, su sefior lo entregd a los verdugos
hasta que pagara toda la deuda. Asf hara también
con ustedes mi Padre celestial, si cada uno no
perdona de corazon a su hermano.»



SETON
ACADEMY

CATHOLIC MONTESSORI

Catholic Montessori School

Classroom Aide for the 2026-2027 school year starting in mid August.

What hetter way to evangelize than to spread the Good News to
children! Seton Academy, a Catholic, Montessori school in Villa Park,
llinois, seeks a part-time Elementary classroom aide.

Located in a quiet neighborhood, Seton Academy boasts large, airy
classrooms, dedicated parents and a pleasant work atmosphere.

Great for a mom with children in school, a college student or an
energetic grandmother.

The position would be in a class of six to twelve year old children.
Weekday morings, nine to fifteen hours per week, with friendly
people and good pay.

If you are gentle, quiet and patient, please contact us at
setonacademy@shcglobal.net,

For more information see: hitps: 'www.setonmaontessori.com/

*Seton Academy resides in the St. John the Baptist Melkite Church building. The
Diocese of Joliet requires that all persons involved with minors on a regular
hasis, (during the school day, or at school events,) must complete a class called
"Protecting God's Children" or Virtus. If you have taken the course, please
provide a copy of your cerificate and ask to sign the booklet form. If you have
not yet taken the class, please visit www.virtus.org in order to register

SETON
ACADEMY

CATHOLIC MONTESSORI

Middle School (Adolescent) Coordinator

2026-2027 School Year | Begins Mid-August
What better way to evangelize than by sharing the Good News with young people?

Seton Academy, a Catholic Montessori school in Villa Park, llinois, is seeking a Middle
School (Adolescent) Coordinator to support our small mixed-age classroom of
students ages 11-13.

Located in a quiet neighborhood, Seton Academy offers spacious classrooms, a
supportive parent community, and a Welcoming, family-oriented work environment, This
position is an excellent fit for a parent with school-aged children, a college student
pursting education, or an active refire looking to make a meaningful difference.

The Middle Schoal Coordinator will

o Foster a positive, faith-filed classroom environment

+ Coordinate futors and enrichment instructors for core subject areas.

o Supervise students during independent work periods and help keep them
engaged and on task.

o Support organization, communication, and the day-fo-day rhythm of the
Classroom.

o Encourage students' growth in responsiility, collaboration, and independence.

Hours are flexible during the school week, with the possibilty of expanding to a full-time
position based on the candidate’s availability and the needs of the program.

If you are energeic, organized, patient, and enjoy working With adolescents, we would
love to hear from you.

Please contact us at setonacademy@shcglobal.net.

Tolearn more about Seton Academy, visit www.setonmontessori.com.

*Seton Academy resides i the St John the Bapfist Melkrte Church bulding. The Diocese of Joliet requires that al persons involved with minars on a
reqular basis, (during the school day, or at school events, ) must complete a class called "Protecting God's Children” or Virtus. f you have taken the
course, please provide a copy of your cerficate and ask to sign the booklet form. Ifyou have not yet taken the class, please visit www.virtus.org i
order to register.



133" Anniversary Celebration & Re-Dedication

Saint John The Baptist Melkite Catholic Church
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Support the restoration costs of our New Location Church Facility
through an advertisement or a greeting.

Promote your business, remember loved ones or send a family greeting!

.Ho_w good and how pleasantr FUH Page (COIOI') -$500
it is when God's people
dwell together n Half Page (Color) -$250 e =
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Full-2 pages center spread ad (Color) - $2,000
Back cover ad (Color) - $1,500 Souvenir Book
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m.m\m Sponsorship deadline: September 30™, 2026
Checks made payable to Saint John’s Church can be mailed to
Saint John’s Church (330 N Westmore Ave, Villa Park, IL 60181)

Send your advertisement via email to Stjohn.chicago@melkite.org

For general questions, ad questions, ad assistance, please contact our office manager, during office
hours (708) 680-2210 ext. 2 / Email: stjohn.chicago@melkite.org

If possible, please forward your message, artwork, photos or graphics via email to

Stjohn.chicago@melkite.org. Please submit your artwork in a jpg format. Call Norma-Jean with
questions




Examples and ideas for your advertisement
in our Souvenir book.

Your childnan,

Ruth, Gene, and Bodl
Your grandchidren,
Elizabeth, Fense, Ammiber,
Lynn, Mane and Mikki
Your Greatl Grandchildnen,
Bobby, Michelle, Anton

The Family
Sheila, Emily, Troy and Nathan

Sieeping Bear Dunes, Mechigan
June 2015

CONGRATULATIONS
a: D
e

Four gerarasons of the ey
CElEDeas with you
Chaers 1o (he futura!
Bell Davis, Cora Perafios,
Ponny Clouse and Babwy Yvolle

Wishing a very happy
100th Anniversary

May we serve our neighbors and friends
for many more years!
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Dr. Jeries Jreisat
Chivopractic Physician

Libanais.

47 E. Chicago Ave., Suite 3328
Naperville, IL 60540 '
312-763-6542
info@chirostretch.net

(224)470-1515
www.libanaischicago.com

Support the printing

GOLD CREATIONS s
F 342 Woodfield Mall 5 H _
Schaumburg, IL 60173 N
Tel:(847) 240-9505
gereations08(@gmail.com AJ JREISAT

708.904.4180
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FUNERAL HOME
140 E. North Ave, Northlake

Chicago and Suburban Chapels Available

www.northlakefuneral.com

(708)562-0044

Pofessional
Sewice

Len Zielinski
Funeral Director

) Alto
Z Dental

ELEVATE YOUR SMILLE

224-532-5380

282 McHenry Rd
Wheeling, 1T, 6oogo

Implant

altodentalcare.com

We'd love to be your family’s dentist

Flecxible payment plan available

Single toath - includes erown

Invisalign®

Full rreatment - most cases

Scan here to
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