
Services:  
Fridays 7:30 pm: Arabic Divine Liturgy 
Sundays 8:30 am English Divine Liturgy 
9:45 am Spanish Divine Liturgy 
11:00 am English/Arabic  

Antiphon Prayer:  
O Christ God, when You were transfigured in 
glory on Mount Tabor, You manifested the 
splendor of your Divinity to your disciples and 
sanctified the whole universe by your Light. 
Illumine us too by the Light of your knowledge. 
Guide us on the way of your commandments. 
Make us worthy to inherit your eternal Kingdom. 
For You are Good and Lover of mankind and to 
You we render glory and to your Eternal Father 
and your All-holy, Good and Life-giving Spirit, 
now and always and forever and ever. 

 :الأندیفونة  صلاة
 وأرى  ثابور،  جبلِ   على  بمجدٍ   تجلَّى  مَن  یا  الإِلھ،  المسیحُ   أیَُّھا

  أیضًا   نحن  أنرْنا  المسكونة،   كلَّ   بنوِره   وقدَّس   لاھوتھ،   مجدَ   تلامیذَه 
  وارثیِن   نَظھرَ   لأنْ   وأھَّلْنا  وصایاك،  سبیلَ   واھدنا  معرفتِك،  بنورِ 

  للبشر،  ومحبٌّ   صالحٌ   وحدَك  أنت  لأنك .  لھ  انتھاءَ   لا  الذي  ملكوتكَ
 وكل  الآن  القدُّوس،  وروحك  الأزليّ   أبیك  وإلى  المجد،  نرفعُ   وإلیك
 الداھرین  دھر  وإلى أوان

Antiphons of the Transfiguration:  
1- His foundation upon the holy mountains; the 
Lord loves the gates of Sion more that any 
dwelling of Jacob.  

O Son of God who were transfigured on Mount 
Thabor, save us who sing to You: Alleluia! 
2- Glorious things are said of you, O City of God! 
3- O Sion they shall say: “A man was born in her, 
and He is the Most High who made her. 

 :للعید  الثانیة الأندیفونة
 المقدَّسة،   الجبالِ  في أسُُسُھُ  -1

 نحنُ   ثابور،  طُورِ   على  تجلّى  یامَن  الله،  ابن  یا  خلصنا:  اللازمة 
 .ھللویا لك  المرنِّمینَ 

 یعقوب  مساكن جمیعِ  على  صِھیون  أبوابَ  یؤُثرُ  الربُّ  -2
 الله مدینةَ  یا  الأمجادُ   فیكِ  قیِلَتْ  فد -3
  قد  نفسُھ  والعلَيُّ   فیھا،  ولِدَ   وإنسانٌ .  صھیون  الأمَُّ :  إنسان  یقولُ  -4

 .أسََّسھا
Entrance Hymn: “Come Tabor and Hermon 
shall rejoice in your name. O Son of God, Who 
were transfigured on mount Tabor, save us who 
sing to You: Alleluia!” 

  ابن   یا  خلَّصنا .یتھلَّلان  باسمك  وحرمون  ثابورُ : الدخول  ترنیمة
 .ھللویا لك  َالمرنِّمین  نحنُ  ثابور، طُورِ  على تجلّى یامَن الله،

 
HYMNS:   
Troparion of the Feast: You were transfigured on 
the mountain, O Christ God showing your 
disciples as much of your glory as they could hold.  
Let your eternal light shine also upon us sinners, 
through the prayer of the Mother of God, O Giver 
of light, glory to You.  

 فأظھرتَ .  الجبل  على  الإِلھ  المسیحُ   أیَُّھا  تجلَّیتَ   :التجلي  نشید
 نحن  أیضًا  لنا  فأضِئْ .  استطاعوا  ما  حَسَبِ   على  لِتلامیِذِكَ   مجدكَ
  المجدُ   النُّور  مُعطيَ   یا  الإلھ،  والدةِ   بشفاعة  الأزليّ،  بنوركَ   الخطأة 

 .لك
Kondakion of the Transfiguration O Christ God, 
you were transfigured on the Mountain, and your 
disciples saw as much of your glory as they could 
hold, so that seeing You crucified they would 
know You had willed to suffer your passion and 
would proclaim to the world that You as verily the 
Reflection of the Father. 
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  على  الإلھ  المسیحُ   أیَُّھا  تجلَّیتَ  :للتجلي  الختام  قنداق 
 لكي  مجدكَ  شاھدوا  تلامیذكُ  استطاعَ   ما  وبقدْرِ .  الجبل

.  باختیارِك  تتألَّم    َأنك  مصلوُبًا  رأوَك  ما  إذا  یفَھموا،
  .الاب ضِیاءُ    ًحقَّا انتَ  أنَّك للعالم  ویَكرزوا

 
Epistle: 2 Peter 1:10-19 
How great are your works, O Lord! In 
wisdom you have wrought them all. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul!  You are very 
great indeed, O Lord, my God! 
READING from the Second Epistle of 
St. Peter the Apostle: 1:10-19 
BRETHREN, strive more ardently by good works 
to make your calling and election certain. For if 
you do this, you will not fall into sin at any time. 
Indeed, in this way the entrance into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ will be amply provided for you. 
Therefore, I shall begin to remind you always of 
these things — although indeed you know them 
and are well established in the present truth. As 
long as I am in this tabernacle, I think it right to 
arouse you by a reminder, knowing as I do that the 
taking away of my tabernacle is at hand, just as the 
Lord Jesus Christ signified to me. Moreover, I will 
endeavor that even after my death you may often 
have occasion to recall these things to mind. 
For we were not following fictitious tales when we 
made known to you the power and the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ but had been eyewitnesses 
of his grandeur. For he received from God the 
Father honor and glory when, coming down from 
the magnificent glory, a voice spoke to him in these 
words: “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleased (Mt.17:5).” And this voice we ourselves 
heard borne from heaven when we were with him 
on the holy mountain. 
And we have the word of prophecy surer still, to 
which you do well to attend, as to a lamp shining 
in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts. 
ALLELUIA:  
Yours are the heavens and yours is the earth; the 
world and its fullness you have found. 
Blessed is the people whose God is the Lord! 

 الرسالة  مقدمة
 جمیعَھا   صَنعتَ   لقد   یاربّ،  أعمالَك   أعظمَ   ما

 بحكمة
  لقد   إلھي  الربُّ   أیُّھا  الربّ،   نفسيَ   یا  باركي

  جِد�ا  عظُمت
 )19 – 10: 1 بطرس 2( الرسالة

  وانتخابكُم  دعوتكم   تجعلوا  ان   اجھدوا  إخوة،   یا
.  أبداً  تزَِلُّون  لا  ذلك  فعلتمُ   اذا  فإنَّكم   ثابتیَن،
  ربَّنا  ملكوتَ   تدخلوُا  أن  بسخاءٍ   تمُنحون  وھكذا

  لا  لذلك.  الأبديّ   المسیحِ   یسوعَ   ومُخلِّصِنا 
  وإنْ   الأمور،  ھذه  دائمًا  تذكیرِكُم   عن  أغفلُُ 
  الحَقّ   في  وراسِخینَ   بھا  عالمِین   كنتمُ

 أنبَّھَكم   أن  الَمسكِن  ھذا   في  دمُْتُ   ما  عليّ   الحَقّ   من  وأرى .  الحاضر
  ربُّنا   لي  أعلن   كما  قریب،  عن  سیخُلى  مَسكِني  بأنَّ   لعِلمي  بإنذاري، 

  ھذه  تذَكُّرُ   خروجي  بعدَ   لكم   یكونَ   أن  وسأجتھدُ .  المسیح  یسوع
ةَ   أعلمناكم   إذْ   مُصنعَّة،  خُرافاتٍ   نتَّبعْ   لم   لأنَّا.  حین  كلَّ   الأمورِ   قوَُّ

 من  أخذَ   لأنَّھ.  جلالَھ  مُعاینین  كُنَّا  بل  ومجیئھَ،  المسیحِ   یسوعَ   ربنِّا
  ھذا:  یقول  صوتٌ   الفخیمِ   المجدِ   جاءَه   إذْ   ومجداً،  كرامةً   الآب  الله
 الصوتَ   ھذا   نحنُ   سَمعْنا  وقد.   سُرِرت  بھ  الذي  الحبیب   ابنيَ   ھو

  وعندنا .  المُقدَّس  الجبلِ   في  معھ  كُنَّا  حین  السَّماء،  من  جاءَ   الذي
 إلیھ،  أصغیتمُ   اذا  تحُسنونَ   الذي  الانبیاءِ،  كلامُ   وھو  ذلك،  من  أثبَتُ 
 ویشُرقَ   النھار  یَنفجرَ   أن  إلى  مُظِلم،  مكانٍ   في   یضُيءُ   مِصباحٌ   كأنَّھ

 ھللویا    .قلوبِكم  في  ِالصُُبح كوكبُ 
 المسكونةَ   أسَّستَ   أنتَ   الأرض،  ھيَ   ولك  السَّماواتُ   ھيَ   لكَ 

 ومِلأھَا 
 إلھُھ   الربُ   الذي للشَّعب  طُوبى

Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 –  
(Transfiguration of the Lord) 
At that time Jesus took Peter, James, and his 
brother John, and led them up a high mountain by 
themselves, and was transfigured before them. 
And his face shone as the sun, and his clothes 
became white as light. And behold, there appeared 
to them Moses and Elijah talking together with 
him. Then Peter addressed Jesus, saying, “Lord, it 
is good for us to be here. If you will, let us set up 
three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah” As he was still speaking, behold, a 
bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a 
voice out of the cloud said, “This is my beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleased, hear him.” And 
on hearing it the disciples fell on their faces and 
were terrified. And Jesus came near and touched 
them, and said to them, “Arise, and do not be 
afraid.” But lifting up their eyes, they saw no one 



but Jesus only. And as they were coming down 
from the mountain, Jesus cautioned them, saying, 
“Tell the vision to no one, till the Son of Man has 
risen from the dead.” 

 (9-1 :17) متى  الانجیل
  أخاه،   ویوُحنَّا  ویعقوبَ   بطُرُسَ   یَسوعُ   أخذَ   الزّمان،  ذلك  في

 وأضاءَ   قدَُّامَھم،  وتجلىَّ .  انفراد  على   عالٍ   جبلٍ   الى  فأصعدھَم 
  وإیلیَّا  مُوسى  وإذا.  كالنوُر  بیضاءَ   ثیابھُ   وصارت   كالشَّمس،  وجھُھُ 

  حَسَنٌ   یاربّ :  لیسوع  وقال  بطُرسُ   فأجابَ .  یخُاطِبانِھ  لھُم   ترَاءَیا  قد
  واحدهً   مَظالّ،  ثلاثَ   ھھُنا  نصَنعُ   تشاءُ   كنتَ   فإنْ   ھُھُنا،   نكونَ   أنْ   لنا
  منیرةٌ   غمامةٌ   إذا   یَتكل�م   ھو  وفیما.  لإیلِیَّا  وواحدةً   لموسى  وواحدةً   لكَ 
 الذي  الحبیب  ابنيَ   ھو  ھذا:  یقول  الغمامةِ   من  وصَوتٌ .  ظلَّلتْھم   قد
 أوجھِھم   على   سقطُوا   التَّلامیذُ   سَمِعَ   فلمّا.  اسمَعوا  فلَھُ   سُرِرْت،  بھ

 فرفعوا.  تخافوا  لا.  قوموا:  قائلاً   ولَمسَھم   یسوعُ   فدنا.  جد�ا   وخافوُا
 الجبلِ   من  نازِلوُن  ھُم   وفیما.  وحدهَ   یسوعَ   إلاَّ   أحداً  یَرَوا  فلمْ   أعینَُھم 

  البشر   ابنُ   یَقومَ   حتى  بالرؤیا  أحداً   تعُلِمُوا  لا:  قائِلاً   یسوعُ   اوصاھُم
 .الأموات بینِ  من

Hymn to the Theotokos:  
You gave birth without stain, for it was God 
incarnate in the flesh who came forth from your 
womb.  He was seen on earth and conversed with 
men.  Wherefore, O Mother of God, we all exalt 
you. 

 :الالھ  لوالدة النشید
  وَرَدَ   الالھَ   لأنَ  فساد،  من  خِلْواً   ظھرت  قد  وِلادتكَِ   ان  الالھ،  والدةَ   یا

ً   احشائِك  من .   الأنَام   بینَ   وتردَّدَ   الارضِ   على  وظھرَ   جسداً،   لابسا
م   إیَّاكِ  الإِلھ والدةَ  یا فلذلك  .جمیعنُا  نعُظِّ

Communion Hymn: “Lord, we shall walk in the 
light of the glory of your Countenance forever. 
Alleluia!”   

 .ھللویا الابد،  إلى نسیر  وجھكَ  مجد بنور  یارب: المناولة ترنیمة
Post-communion hymn: Troparion of the 
Transfiguration,  

 .التجلي نشید یرتل" الحقیقي النور نظرنا قد اذ"  بدل

Blessings of the grapes: 
Bless, O Heavenly 
Father, this new fruit 
of the vine which you 
permitted to ripen 
through good weather 
and drops of dew. 
May it bring joy for us 
who will partake of it 

and forgiveness of sins to those who offer it. 
Through the pure Body and Blood of your Christ, 
with whom You are blessed, together with your 
All-holy, Good and Life-giving Spirit, now and 
always and forever and ever.   
 
Mass intentions Sun. 9th of August: 
For  good health and speedy recovery for all the 
sick among parishioners and friends. Denise 
Shehata, Antoinette Mansour, Basemah Aranki, 
Dolores Maalouf, Abe & Tony Baroud, Ghassan 
Azar, Mounir Massih, Marie Jabbour, Elias 
Elkhoury, Germaine Hanna, Magdi Rizkalla. 
For the rest of the soul: +Sophia Alcheikh; 
+Suhail, Hneineh, & Ghaleb Rafidia; +Claude 
Hawa; +Dc Tony Shehata; +Martha Rayyan 
+Jamileh Akkawi; +Emile & Clotilde Harb; 
+George Haddad; +Elie & George Ghawi; 
 
Friday August 14: 7:30 pm Arabic Vigil Mass for 
the Dormition of the Virgin Mary & procession. 
Saturday August 15: 11:00 am Requiem Divine 
Liturgy & Memorial for + Sophia Mansour 
ElCheikh. 
Sunday August 16th: Feast of the Dormition 
40 day Memorial for Archdeacon Toni Shehata 
Sunday September 13th: Feast of the exaltation 
of the Holy Cross. 
 
Bishop Francois Beyrouti’s visit to Chicago 
Friday October 16th: 5:30pm Prayer service & 
cutting ribbon ceremony followed by the Annual 
Dinner at Crystal Palace 
Saturday October 17th Family Retreat Day 
Sunday October 18th: Blessing of Saint John’s 
Church at 11:00am 



Saint John Melkite Catholic Church 
330 N Westmore Ave, Villa Park, IL 60181 
Administrator: Fr Imad Barakeh (708-916-2068) 
Fr.Imad.Barakeh@melkite.org 
Office Phone: 708-680-2210 
Office hrs: Mon, Tue, Wed 9am-1pm 
Email: stjohn.chicago@melkite.org  
www.stjohnmelkite.church 
To be added to our parish directory and receive 
our bulletin: Please email your full name and 
address to:  stjohn.chicago@melkite.org 
Donate online:  
https://stjohnmelkite.flocknote.com/give/25225 
 
Weekly donations July 26, 2026:  
Friday: $120; Sunday: 8:30am: $112; 9:45am: $20; 
11am: $1,592; Online Don: $290; Candles: $30; 
Memorials: $200; Rentals: $1500; Religious items 
Donations $1,000. 

Time to Clean House? Donate to the Fall 
Rummage Sale! As you tackle your spring cleaning, 
keep the church in mind! We’re collecting 
donations for our Fall Rummage Sale and would 
love your gently used treasures — clothing, shoes, 
household items, decor and small furniture. Drop 
off your items at church on Sundays or call May 
Mansour (312) 493-3897 to make other 
arrangements. Your clutter could be someone 
else’s blessing. 

 
Thank you From 
Renée AlDurra 

An amazing Theotokos 
Bible Camp ended 
previous Friday and our 
hearts are filled with 

gratitude for the many blessings God had 
bestowed upon us over those three days. Together, 
we laughed, learned, prayed, sang, played, and grew 
in our faith as we explored this year's theme: "I am 

the Light of the World; he who follows me will not 
walk in darkness but will have the light of life" 
(John 8:12). 
To our incredible adult volunteers and NAMY 
youth group, thank you for your generous gift of 
time, energy, enthusiasm and love. Your 
dedication and patience helped make this camp a 
truly memorable experience for every child. 
Whether you led a game, helped with crafts, skits, 
served a meal, or simply offered an encouraging 
smile, you reflected the light of Christ in countless 
ways. Your service is a beautiful witness to our 
parish community, and we are grateful. 
To our parents, thank you for entrusting your 
children to our care and for supporting this 
important ministry. It has been a blessing to share 
in your children's faith journey and to watch them 
grow in their love for Christ and His Church. We 
hope they returned home with joyful memories, 
new friendships, and a deeper understanding that 
Jesus is truly the Light of the World. 
A special thank you to Fr. Imad for leading us in 
prayer, teaching the children the faith along with 
beautiful hymns. You will have the opportunity to 
hear them in church this Sunday. 
Above all, we thank God for His abundant 
blessings and entrust the fruits of this camp to the 
loving protection and intercession of the Most 
Holy Theotokos. May the seeds of faith planted 
continue to grow in the hearts of our children and 
may each of us continue to reflect Christ's light in 
our homes and lives. 
Thank you all for making this year's Theotokos 
Bible Camp such a joyful and faith-filled success. 
May God bless you and your families and may the 
Light of Christ continue to shine brightly in your 
hearts. 
 

4 Simple Ways to Celebrate  
The Transfiguration 

Eat grapes 
Go on a hike 

Build three tents 
Make a butterfly garden 
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 St John Families and Business Owners! 

The St John Committee for the upcoming visit of 
Bishop Francois has been working hard for you!! 
Do you have a family business? Why not purchase 
an ad in our Ad book and be a part of the 
community our church promotes and supports! 
Don’t have a business but still want to support St. 
John’s? Purchase a family acknowledgment! This is 
a great way to shine a light on your (families) 
especially if celebrating a special event this year like 
a baptism or graduation. Be the first to bring good 
wishes upon our new Church. Don’t miss out on 
your chance to “Be the Hope” and help contribute 
to our amazing Parish!  



Domingo, 9 de agosto de 2026 
11.º Domingo después de Pentecostés – 

Himnos 
Tropario de la Resurrección (Tono 2) 
Cuando descendiste a la muerte, oh Vida inmortal, 
destruiste al Hades con el resplandor de tu 
divinidad. Y cuando levantaste a los muertos de las 
profundidades de la tierra, todas las potestades 
celestiales clamaban a Ti: «¡Oh Cristo Dios, Dador 
de la vida, gloria a Ti!» 
Tropario de la Transfiguración (Tono 7) 
Te transfiguraste en el monte, oh Cristo Dios, 
mostrando a tus discípulos tu gloria tanto cuanto 
ellos podían soportarla. Haz resplandecer también 
sobre nosotros, pecadores, tu luz eterna, por las 
oraciones de la Madre de Dios. Oh Dador de la 
luz, gloria a Ti. 
Tropario del Santo Apóstol Matías (Tono 3) 
Oh Santo Apóstol Matías, intercede ante Dios, rico 
en misericordia, para que nos conceda el perdón 
de nuestros pecados. 
Epístola: 1 Corintios 9, 2-12 
Mi fuerza y mi valor es el Señor; Él ha sido mi 
Salvador. 
El Señor me corrigió con su enseñanza, pero no 
me entregó a la muerte. 
Lectura de la Primera Carta del Santo Apóstol 
Pablo a los Corintios 
Hermanos: Ustedes son el sello de mi apostolado 
en el Señor. Esta es mi defensa ante quienes me 
juzgan: ¿Acaso no tenemos derecho a comer y 
beber? ¿No tenemos derecho a llevar con nosotros 
una esposa creyente, como hacen los demás 
apóstoles, los hermanos del Señor y Cefas? ¿O 
solamente Bernabé y yo no tenemos derecho a 
dejar el trabajo manual? ¿Qué soldado presta 
servicio militar pagando sus propios gastos? 
¿Quién planta una viña y no come de su fruto? 
¿Quién apacienta un rebaño y no bebe de la leche 
del rebaño? ¿Digo esto solamente desde un punto 
de vista humano? ¿No dice también esto la Ley? 
Porque está escrito en la Ley de Moisés: «No 
pondrás bozal al buey que trilla.» (Dt 25,4). ¿Acaso 
Dios se preocupa solamente de los bueyes? ¿No lo 
dice más bien por nosotros? Sí, por nosotros fue 

escrito, porque quien ara debe hacerlo con 
esperanza, y quien trilla debe hacerlo con la 
esperanza de participar de la cosecha. Si hemos 
sembrado entre ustedes bienes espirituales, ¿es 
demasiado que cosechemos bienes materiales? Si 
otros participan de este derecho sobre ustedes, ¿no 
lo tendremos nosotros con mayor razón? Sin 
embargo, no hemos hecho uso de este derecho, 
sino que soportamos todos los gastos, para no 
poner obstáculo alguno al Evangelio de Cristo. 
ALELUYA  
El Señor te escuchará en el día de la angustia; el 
nombre del Dios de Jacob te protegerá. 
Oh Señor, salva a tu pueblo y bendice tu heredad. 
 
Evangelio: Mateo 18, 23-35 
Lectura del Santo Evangelio según San Mateo 
En aquel tiempo, el Señor dijo esta parábola: «El 
Reino de los Cielos es semejante a un rey que quiso 
ajustar cuentas con sus siervos. Al comenzar a 
hacerlo, le presentaron a uno que le debía millones. 
Como no tenía con qué pagar, el señor mandó que 
fuera vendido junto con su mujer, sus hijos y todo 
lo que poseía, para saldar la deuda. Entonces el 
siervo, postrándose, le suplicó: Ten paciencia 
conmigo y te lo pagaré todo. Movido a compasión, 
el señor de aquel siervo lo dejó en libertad y le 
perdonó la deuda. Pero al salir, aquel siervo 
encontró a uno de sus compañeros que le debía 
una pequeña cantidad. Lo sujetó por el cuello y le 
decía: Paga lo que me debes. Su compañero se 
echó a sus pies y le rogaba: Ten paciencia conmigo 
y te lo pagaré. Pero él no quiso, sino que fue y lo 
hizo meter en la cárcel hasta que pagara la deuda. 
Al ver lo sucedido, los demás compañeros se 
entristecieron mucho y fueron a contar a su señor 
todo lo que había pasado. Entonces el señor lo 
llamó y le dijo: Siervo malvado, yo te perdoné toda 
aquella deuda porque me lo suplicaste. ¿No debías 
tú también tener compasión de tu compañero, así 
como yo tuve compasión de ti? Y, lleno de 
indignación, su señor lo entregó a los verdugos 
hasta que pagara toda la deuda. Así hará también 
con ustedes mi Padre celestial, si cada uno no 
perdona de corazón a su hermano.» 
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