St. John Melkite Catholic Church
330 N Westmore Ave - Villa Park, Illinois 60181 www.stjohnmelkite.church
Office (708) 680-2210 / Email: stjohn.chicago@melkite.org

Prayers Hotline, https://chat.whatsapp.com/DjekhCR0tVC5kGH3KLYBav

Sunday, April 19, 2026 Sunday of the Ointment Bearing Women
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Easter Season Petitions:

6. That our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, may grant us triumph over the
conspiracies of our visible and invisible

enemies, let us pray to the Lord.
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7. That He may enable us to crush
under our feet the Prince of Darkness
and his powers, let us pray to the Lord.
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8. That He may fill our hearts with the joyful glory
of his Resurrection, let us pray to the Lord.
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9. That we may enter the Chamber of his Divine
Wedding Feast and rejoice with the Angels and the
Saints in the Church Triumphant, let us pray to the
Lord.
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ANTIPHON PRAYER
O Christ God, You alone are the Light
of the world. Enlighten our spirit as

You enlightened the eyes of the Marys.
Gladden our hearts with faith and
peace; and as You raised us up from the
grave of our sins an delivered us from
the power of Darkness, make us also
worthy, in your great mercy, to light the
lamps of our souls from the
resplendent Light of your Glorious
Resurrection, for You are our Light,
our Life and our Resurrection, O Christ
God, and to You we render glory,
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thanksgiving and worship, and to your
Eternal TFather and your All-holy,
Good and Life-giving Spirit, now and
always and forever and ever.
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ANTIPHON OF PASCHA

-Shout joyfully to God, all you on earth.

O Son of God, who are risen from the dead, save us
who sing to You, Alleluia

-Sing praise to the glory of his name; proclaim his
glorious praise.
Khallisna Ya-Bnallah, Ya Man qama min baynil-
amwaat, nahnu muranneemeena Laka. Haleloueya.
-Say to God how tremendous are your deeds! For
your great strength your enemies fawn upon You.
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i ENTRANCE HYMN:
In the assemblies bless God, the Lord,
from Israel’s wellsprings.

-l ) gy g ol A S el



http://www.stjohnmelkite.church/
mailto:stjohnthebaptist.northlake@melkite.org
https://chat.whatsapp.com/DjekhCR0tVC5kGH3KLYBav

HYMNS:
Troparion of the
Myrrh-bearers:

The angel stood by
the tomb and cried
out to the Ointment-
Women:
“Ointments are for
the dead, but Christ
has proved Himself

bearing

free from corruption. Cry out, then: “The Lord is
risen and has bestowed great mercy upon the world.”
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Kontakion of Pascha Though You went down in

the tomb, O immortal One, You overthrew the
power of Hades and rose victorious, O Christ God.
You greeted the ointment bearing women, saying
“Rejoice!” You gave peace to Your apostles, and to
those who had Fallen resurrection.
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Instead of the TRISAGION:
All of you who have been baptized into Christ have put
on Christ, Alleluia.
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THE EPISTLE: Acts 6:1-7 - SUNDAY OF THE
OINTMENT-BEARING WOMEN
My strength and my courage is the Lord, and he has

been my Savior.

The Lord has chastised me through his teaching, yet
he has not delivered me to death.

READING from the Acts of the Apostles

In those days, as the number of disciples increased;
there arose a complaint among the Greeks against
the Hebrews, in that their widows were being
neglected in the daily service. And so, the twelve
summoned the many disciples and said, “It is not

good that we give up the word of God and serve at gl

tables. Therefore, brethren, select from among you
seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit

and of wisdom that we could put to this service,
while we devote ourselves to prayer and to the
ministry of the word.”
And the plan was pleasing to the whole crowd, and
they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the
Holy Spirit, and Philip and Prochorus and Nicanor
and Timon and Parmenas and Nicholas, a recent
convert from Antioch. These they presented to the
apostles, who then prayed and laid their hands
upon them. And God’s word was growing, and the
number of the disciples increased considerably in
Jerusalem; and many of the priests also accepted the
faith. ALLELUIA
The Lord shall hear you on the day of distress; the
name of the God of Jacob shall defend you.
O Lord, save your king and listen to us on whatever
day we call upon you.
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Gospel of the Feast:
Mark 15: 43-16:8

. At that time there came
Wl Joseph, the one from

Arimathea, a councilor of
§ hich rank, who was
himself looking for the

. § kingdom of God. And he
went in boldly to Pilate



and asked for the body of Jesus. But Pilate wondered
whether he had expired so soon. And sending for the

centurion, he asked him whether he was already
dead. And when he learned from the centurion that
he was, he granted the body to Joseph. And he
bought a linen cloth, and took him down, and
wrapped him in the linen cloth, and laid him in a
tomb which had been hewn out of the rock. Then he
rolled a stone to the entrance of the tomb. But Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Jose were
looking on and saw where he was laid. And when the
Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother
of James, and Salome, bought spices, in order to go
and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the
week, they came to the tomb, when the sun had just
risen. And they were saying to one another, “Who
will roll the stone back from the entrance of the
tomb for us?” And looking up they saw that the
stone had been rolled back—now, it was very large.
But on entering the tomb, they saw a young man
sitting at the right side, clothed in a white robe, and
they were amazed. He said to them, “Do not be
terrified. You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who
was crucified. He has risen he is not here. Behold the
place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples
and Peter that he goes before you into Galilee; there
you shall see him, as he told you.” And they left and
fled from the tomb, for trembling and fear had
seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for
they were afraid.
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HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS:

The angel cried out to the one who is full of grace:
"Hail, O Immaculate Virgin! Hail, again! For your
Son is risen from the tomb on the third day!"

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem, for the glory of the

Lord has shone upon you. Rejoice and be glad, O
Sion; and you, O Pure One, O Mother of God, exult
in the resurrection of your Son!
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KINONIKON: Receive the Body of Christ and

taste the Source of Immortality. Alleluia.
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POST-COMMUNION HYMN: Christ is risen

Instead of Blessed be the name of the Lotd...:
Christ is risen... (3 times)
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After the dismissal
"Christ is Risen! - He is
truly Risen!"

(Three times)

~ "Glory to the

' % Resurrection of Christ
on the third day! - We
adore his holy

Resurrection on the third
day!"



Weekly donations 12 April 2026:
Sunday Collection 1lam: -
$2,618;  12:30  $131;
Online Donation: $1,160;
Candles: $55;; Rental:
$500; Memorial: $100;
Coffee Hour: §200;

2rd Mortgage Donation
with our gratitude from
the Akkawi Foundation:
$5,000 (2/60)

Mass intentions Sunday April 19

For good health and speedy recovery for all the
sick among parishioners and friends. Antoine &
Denise Shehata, Antoinette Mansour, Basemah
Aranki, Iskandar Serhan, Elie Ghawi, Dolores
Maalouf, Abe and Tony Baroud, Zein Tannous
Bertacchi, Michel Rayyan, Ramez Dalloul.

For the rest of the soul: +Hanna & Rose Deeb;
+George & Marie Rose and Ibrahim Souri;
+Jamileh Akkawi; +Emile & Clotilde Harb; +Dr
Adel Rabbat; +Edmond & Georgette Haddad;
+Hanna and Elias Moussa.

Friday April 24: Arabic Divine Liturgy for the
Feast of Saint George on April 2314 and for the
feast of Saint Mark April 25t

Please register all your intentions with Fr Imad

Sunday April 26: + George & Virginia and Maher
Jreisat; +Fouad Haddad; +Youssef Batarsseh; +
Mary Nahhas; +Faez Bitar.

Sunday, May 10, 2026; Mother’s Day Divine
Liturgy

Thursday, May 14, 2026 Ascension of the Lord
Saturday May 23 Byzantine Memorial of the dead
Sunday, May 24,

Pentecost
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Saint John Melkite Catholic Church
330 N Westmore Ave, Villa Park, IL, 60181
Administrator: Fr Imad Barakeh (708-916-2068)
Fr.Imad.Barakeh@melkite.org
Spanish Community: Fr Sergio Ayala

Fr.sergio.ayala@melkite.org
Office Phone: 708-680-2210
Office hours: Mon, Tue, Wed 9am-

Office manager: Norma Jean E o =

Email: stjohn.chicago@melkite.org

Websitewww.stjiohnmelkite.churchunder construction

If you would like to be added to our parish directory
and receive our bulletin: Please email your full name
and address and phone number to:

stjohn.chicago@melkite.org Donate online:

https:/ /stiohnmelkite.flocknote.com/give /25225

Key Myrrh-Bearing Women
Orthodox tradition identifies eight primary
women:

Mary Magdalene: Prominently featured,
often depicted in red.

Mary, the Theotokion (Virgin Mary): The
mother of Jesus.

Joanna: Wife of Chuza, Herod's steward.
Salome: Mother of James and John.

Mary, wife of Cleopas: Also identified as the
mother of James and Joses.

Susanna: Mentioned in tradition.

Mary of Bethany: Sister of Lazarus.

Martha of Bethany: Sister of Lazarus.
Significance and Celebration

"Apostles to the Apostles': Because they
brought news of the resurrection to the male
apostles, they are considered "apostles to the
apostles".

Virtues: They symbolize love, sacrifice, and
loyalty to Christ in the face of fear and danger.
Iconography: In Orthodox icons, the myrrh-
bearing women are typically shown in a group
holding jars of spices and ointments (myrrh)
near the empty tomb, often being greeted by an
angel.
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