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St. John Melkite Catholic Church
330 N Westmore Ave - Villa Park, Illinois 60181 www.stjohnmelkite.church
Office (708) 680-2210 / Email: stjohn.chicago@melkite.org
Prayers Hotline, https://chat.whatsapp.com/DjekhCR0OtVC5kGH3KLYBav
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To the faithful of St. John, the Apostle: welcome
home. May the Lord bless this new chapter with
peace, faith, and love.

Easter Petitions:
6. That our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, may grant

us triumph over the conspiracies of our visible and
invisible enemies, let us pray to the Lord.
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7. That He may enable us to crush under our feet the
Prince of Darkness and his powers, let us pray to the
Lord.
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8. That He may fill our hearts with the joyful glory
of his Resurrection, let us pray to the Lord.
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9. That we may enter the Chamber of his Divine
Wedding Feast and rejoice with the Angels and the
Saints in the Church Triumphant, let us pray to the
Lord.
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ANTIPHON PRAYER
1. O Christ God, You showed Thomas your side
from which gushed blood and water, symbol of
Baptism. You invited him to touch the wound by
which mankind was healed from its ancient deep

wound. We ask You to strengthen our faith in your
Divinity and Humanity so that we may become
witnesses to your glorious Resurrection by our
words, our deeds, and our way of life.

For You are our Resurrection, O Christ, God, and
to You we render glory and to your Eternal Father
and your All-holy, Good and Life-giving Spirit, now
and always and forever and ever.
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ANTIPHON OF PASCHA
-Shout joyfully to God, all you on earth.
O Son of God, who are risen from the dead, save us

who sing to You, Alleluia
-Sing praise to the glory of his name; proclaim his
glorious praise.
Khallisna Ya-Bnallah, Ya Man qama min baynil-
amwaat, nahnu muranneemeena Laka. Haleloueya.
-Say to God how tremendous are your deeds! For
your great strength your enemies fawn upon You.
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ENTRANCE HYMN:

In the assemblies bless God, the Lord, from Israel’s
wellsprings.
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HYMNS:

Troparion of St. Thomas:
While the tomb was sealed You
shone forth from it, O Christ our
Life, and while the doors remained

y

closed, You stood among your
Disciples, O Resurrection of all,
and through them You restored a
new spirit in us according to your |
great Mercy. i
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Kontakion of Pascha Though You went down in

the tomb, O immortal One, You overthrew the
power of Hades and rose victorious, O Christ God.
You greeted the ointment bearing women, saying
“Rejoice!” You gave peace to Your apostles, and to
those who had Fallen resurrection.
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Instead of the TRISAGION:
All of you who have been baptized

into Christ have put on Christ, |
Alleluia.
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THE EPISTLE: Acts of the Apostles.:- 5:12-20 -
SUNDAY OF ST. THOMAS
Great is our Lord, and great is his power, and to his

wisdom there is no limit.

Praise the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endures
forever.

READING from the Acts of the Apostles

In those days by the hands of the apostles many signs
and wonders were done among

the people (and with one accord, they all would meet
in Solomon’s portico; but of the rest, no one dared
to associate with them, yet the people made much of
them. And the multitude of men and women who
believed in the Lord continued to increase), so that
they carried the sick into the streets and laid them on

beds and pallets, in order that, as
Peter went by, at least his shadow
would fall upon some of them.

And

Jerusalem

crowds also came to

from  neighboring
towns, and they brought the sick
and those afflicted with unclean
spirits — and all of them were
healed.

But the High Priest rose up, and
all his supporters (that is, the members of the
Sadducean sect), and being filled with hatred, they
laid their hands upon the apostles and threw them
into the public jail. But during the night, an angel of
the Lord opened the doors of the prison, and led
them out, saying: “Go, and standing in the temple,
speak to the people all the words of this life.”
ALLELUIA

Come, let us rejoice in the Lord, let us sing gladly to
God our Savior!

For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above

all gods.
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Gospel of John 20: 19-31 (Skeptic Thomas)

When it was late, that same day, the first of the week,
though the doors where the disciples gathered had
been closed for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and




stood in the midst and said to them, “Peace be to
you!” And when he had said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. The disciples therefore
rejoiced at the sight of the Lord. Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be to you! As the Father has sent me,
I'also send you.” When he had said this, he breathed
upon them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit; whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven
them; and whose sins you shall retain, they are
retained.” Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called
the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. The
other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen
the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless 1 see in his
hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into
the place of the nails, and put my hand into his side
I will not believe.” And after eight days, his disciples
were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus
came, the doors being closed, and stood in their
midst, and said, “Peace be to you!” Then he said to
Thomas. “Bring here your finger, and see my hands;
and bring here your hand, and put it into my side;
and be not unbelieving, but believing.” Thomas
answered and said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me,
Thomas, you have believed. Blessed are those who
have not seen, and yet have
believed.” Many other signs also
Jesus worked in the sight of his
disciples, which are not written in
this book. But these are written
that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and
that believing you may have life in
his name.
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HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS: O shining
light, Mother of God, honorable without compare;
you are higher in dignity than any other human

being. We magnify you with hymns.
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KINONIKON: “Exalt the Lord, O Jerusalem!
Praise your God, Zion! Alleluia!”
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POST-COMMUNION HYMN: Christ is risen

Instead of Blessed be the name of the Lotd...:
Christ is risen... (3 times)
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After the dismissal:

"Christ is Risen! - He is truly Risen!" (Three times) -
"Glory to the Resurrection of Christ on
the third day! - We adore his holy
Resurrection on the third day!"

| Weekly donations: Holy Week and
1 EBEaster Celebrations: Good Friday:
~ $3,053; Easter (total): $7,944; Online

14 1 Donation: $1,160; Candles: $352;

- Easter Flowers: $50; Rental: $1500;
Holy Land collection: $1,987; Memorial: $100;
1st Mortgage Donation By Moussa Akkawi &
Family: $5,000 (1/60)

Mass intentions Sunday April 12 :

For WBHPPSS of the Ferrayi family and in
gratitude for the 15t coffee hour sponsoring,

For good health and speedy recovery for all the
sick among parishioners and friends. Antoine &
Denise Shehata, Antoinette Mansour, Basemah
Aranki, Iskandar Serhan, Elie Ghawi, Dolores
Maalouf, Mary Jabbour, Abe and Tony Baroud,




Zein Tannous Bertacchi, Michel Rayyan, Ramez
Dalloul.

WBHPPSS of Chawki & Mary Rayan and family,
Jeries Akkawi & family, Fares Akkawi & family,
Farid & Suzi Bichara; the Natour Family, Moussa
Akkawi & family, the Habeeb family, the Rayan
family. Marie Arbash & Family, for Randy and Jeff
Cash and their families, for Jonny and Ronnie
Rayyan and their families.

For the rest of the soul: +Elie and Hneneh
Ferraye; +Emil, Nayla, & Chafik Cheboub; +Elie
& Isabel Assaf; +Ferris Shadid; +Emile Chedid;
+Dr Ibrahim Fakhouri; +Fahdeh & Jiries
Fakhouri; +Elias, Evon, and Youssef Najjar;
+Samir Mansour; +George Khoury; +Wadie &
Marie Saad Bichara; +Yacoub, Roger, Robert,
Raymonde Fathallah; +Bahga, Yacoub, Elias,
Victoria Kerko;+Odeh & Jamileh Akkawi; Rada,
Hana, Nejmeh Akkawi, Ameen Zawaydeh +Emile
& Clotilde Harb; +Antoine Karam; +Dr Adel
Rabbat; +Fouad Nijmeh; +Khoder Barhoume; +
Matanios & Nezha Aldurra. + Michel and Lydia
Makdah, + Sobhi Azar. + Jamil Sami Alnemri,
+Hikmat & Hanan Rafidi, +James, Marcelle,
George & Rosemay Maloyan; +Constantine,
Catherine, Hanan & Helena Akkari; +Mikhael,
Neeme, Rebhi, Yaakoub, Azizi and Hanna Rayan;
+Aziz, Badiaa, Saliba, Jaleel, Beshara and Abla
+the
members of the Shawa Family, and the deceased
members of the Shadid Family.

Shinnara Fareed FElaassaas, Deceased

Thank you from the bottoam of my heart

To all those who served, decorated, donated,
voluntered, sing, asked to help, for the Kashaf
band leaders and kids, for the Ladies Society and
for their dedication, the bake sale, the eggs hunt
and Sunday School team, the altar servers, the
office manager Norma Jean and her son Roberto
Williamson and Maria Hernandez for setting up
and prepare the church for us to come to a clean
church, for the Rayyan young adults who helped
ornat the tomb of Christ. We are blessed beyond
to have you, thank you for all that you do.
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_(  What helps you trust Jesus, even when you don't
\.‘P s understand everything? =

Saint John Melkite Catholic Church
330 N Westmore Ave, Villa Park, IL, 60181
Administrator: Fr Imad Barakeh (708-916-2068)
Fr.Imad.Barakeh@melkite.org
Spanish Community: Fr Sergio Ayala

Fr.sergio.ayala@melkite.org
Office Phone: 708-680-2210 |
Office hours: Mon, Tue, Wed 9am-1pm E "y

Office manager: Norma Jean Williamson

Email: sjohn.chicago@melkite.org
Website: www.stjohnmelkite.church
construction)

If you would like to be added to our parish directory and
receive our bulletin: Please email your full name and

(under

address and phone number to:
stjohn.chicago@melkite.org

Donate online:

https://stjohnmelkite.flocknote.com/give /25225

appeared to His disciples. They

were amazed and full of joy! But /ﬂ
one disciple was not there when 822
Jesus came. 2D

His name was Thomas.

‘When the other disciples told
Thomas, “We have seen the Lord!” —
Thomas had a hard time believing.
He said, “Unless I see Jesus and His
hands for myself, I will not believe.”
A few days later, Jesus came again.
This time, Thomas was there.
Jesus spoke kindly to Thomas. He
did not sound angry or upset.

Jesus showed Thomas His hands,
and said, “Stop doubting and believe.”
When Thomas saw Jesus, he knew it was true. He believed that Jesus
was alive!

Jesus then said something very important. He said that people who believe
without seeing are blessed too.

That means Jesus is happy when we trust Him, even when we have questions.

When we are unsure, we can always come to Jesus — just like Thomas did.

It's okay to ask questions.
Jesus helps us learn to trust and believe in Him.
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Saint John’s Melkite Catholic Church

Sacraments & Services
Confession: Friday: 6:30 pm at the church, or before
or after any service, or by appointment.
Communion of the sick: Sick parishioners may
receive communion at home. Please advise the priest
whenever this sacrament is needed.
Last rites are considered as an emergency and priority,
ASAP contact the priest.
Baptism: Please contact the parish priest to arrange
the required instructions one month prior
Marriage: A notice of at least 6 months should be
given to the pastor, before the proposed wedding date
to arrange for the required interview and instructions.
Anointing of the sick: Mass and distribution of the Oil
of the sick, Friday after 7:30 pm Arabic Mass
Home Blessing By request, please contact Father

Prosphora
If you would like to offer a Memorial (Neyaha) at the

end of the Mass for your beloved departed one’s
anniversary, or for the occasion of a Third or Nineth
or 40 Days Memorial, you may order:

Sleeka, wheat ($150) from Bernadette 708-927-1988
Memorial Korban sweet and small individual
wrapped bread ($1.50 each, $250 total) from Caroline
847-401-1037

Korban Koddas for rememberance during 2nd
procession ($7 each, medium size) this is the Holy
Bread for Communion and distribution after Liturgy.
3 breads are usually needed for a regular Sunday. Please
contact Bernadette 708-927-1988.

Liturgy Intentions

The church doesn’t sell Masses or Sacraments, but if
you would like to add a name to the list of Mass
intentions, please write it on your envelope or talk to
the priest, and specify the number of Masses,
considering a Mass intention is valued universally for
$10. In our church, Mass intentions ate considered as
donations, and it goes under the same account.

Parish Hall rental
Please call the church office: (708) 680-2210 option 2
and make reservation with our office manager.

Prayer Hotline

A powerful prayer group for anyone (women and men)
who feel called to lift others up in prayer. Anyone who
needs prayers can send in a request, and each of us will
say one Our Father and one Hail Mary for their
intention. It’s a beautiful way to get united in faith and
support each other and those in need, even from a
distance. If you’d like to be part of the prayer group.
Please let Abouna add your phone number. Let’s be a
quiet force of love, strength, and faith for others.

Church Dress Code
As women and men of faith, it is important that we

honor God not only in our hearts and actions, but also
in how we present ourselves—especially in His house.
Dressing modestly and respectfully for church reflects
reverence for the sacred space we gather in and sets an
example of humility and grace. While style and
personality vary, we encourage attire that is clean,
tasteful, and not distracting to others. This doesn’t
mean being overly formal or rigid, but rather choosing
clothing that shows dignity, respect for oneself, and a
desire to glorify God. Let our outward appearance
reflect the inward beauty of a heart devoted to Him.

Coffee Hour
These are general guidelines to sponsor a coffee hour
on Sunday. We encourage any parishioner or family to
sponsor coffee hour after 11 am Divine Liturgy
1 Plan the Sunday you would like to sponsor and
2" Reserve your Sunday by contacting Abouna or the
office manager.
3" Write one check for $135, and the church will take
care of all items for you.
Or 3" Write a Check for $35.00 with a2 memo stating:
Coffee hour to cover: $10 For Mass intention and $25
to cover the hall expenses towards coffee and cream
and sugar and napkins and other utensils.
4™ Coffee hour is NOT a burden; it is NOT a full meal;
it is a simple treat or a light snack.
5 Simple coffee hour of Bagels and cream cheese, or
Croissant and finger cheese, or Doughnuts, or
Cookies. Not to exceed the amount of $100 and not to
break your budget is sufficient.
6™ We invite our community members to be
considerate of each other, to give a chance for
everyone to grab a bite, and by NOT grabbing extra
food for absent family members unless there are
leftovers, by NOT filling plates for the table which will
end up thrown away. Thank you for your cooperation.



