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Sunday, March 29, 2026 Palm Sunday
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Welcame one, welcome CUL
To the faithful of St. John, the
Apostle: welcome home. May the
Lord bless this new chapter with
peace, faith, and love.

ANTIPHON PRAYER :
O Christ God, You prefigured for
us your glorious Resurrection

when You raised your friend
tfrom  the  tomb.
Wherefore, we your beloved people, offer You
praise with pure mouths, praying You to make us
worthy participants in your Holy Passion and your
glorious Resurrection.

Lazarus

For it belongs to You to have mercy on us, O
Christ our God, and to You we render glory,
thanksgiving and worship, and to your Eternal
Father and your All-holy, Good and Life-giving
Spirit, now and always and forever and ever.

ANTIPHON OF THE FEAST
-1 believed even when I said: “I am greatly
afflicted”

O Son of God, Who entered Jerusalem in great
glory, save us who sing to you Alleluial

-How shall I make a return to the Lord for all the
good He has done to me

-My vows to the Lord I will pay in the presence of
all his people. I
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May you have a joyous and
prosperous Palm Sunday, filled
with happiness, gratitude
abundant blessings. £¢

%E%h Hymns:

—

ENTRANCE HYMN OF PALM
SUNDAY: Blessed is He who comes in
the name of the Lord. The Lord is God
and He has appeared to us.

O Son of God, Who entered Jerusalem in
great glory, save us ...
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- Troparion of the Feast (1st Tone)

O Christ God, when You raised Lazarus from the
dead, before the time of your passion, You
confirmed the future resurrection of all. We too,
like the children of old, carry before You the
symbols of victory and cry out to You, the
conqueror of Death: “Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord!”
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Second Troparion of the Feast
O Christ our God, we have been buried with You
in baptism: wherefore we merited eternal life
through your resurrection. We cry out to You,

singing a hymn of praise: “Hosanna in the highest!
s 4 Blessed is He who comes in the name
.. of the Lord!”
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Kondakion of the Feast
O Christ God enthroned in

heaven, and on earth riding upon

an ass; You have accepted the
praise of the angels and the
hymns of the children who were
crying out to You: “Blessed are
You who come to restore
Adam.”
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EPISTLE: Palm Sunday

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
God is the Lord, and He has appeared to us.
Sing to the Lord, for He is good, for his mercy
endures forever

Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the
Philippians 4:4-9

Brethren, rejoice in the Lord always; again, I say
rejoice. Let your moderation be known to all men.
The Lord is near. Have no anxiety, but in every

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your
petitions be made known to God. And may God’s
peace that surpasses all understanding guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
For the rest, brethren, whatever things are true,
whatever honorable, whatever just, whatever holy,
whatever lovable, whatever good repute, if there
be any virtue, if anything is worthy of praise:
consider these things. And what you have learned
and received and heard and seen in me, these
things practice — and the God of peace will be
with you. ALLELUTA
Sing to the Lord a new song; for the Lord has done
wonderful works.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of
our God.
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GOSPEL: Palm Sunday, John 12: 1-18
(The Glotious Entry into Jerusalem)
Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to

Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had
raised from the dead. And they made him a supper
there; and Martha served, while Lazarus was one
of those sitting at table with him. Mary therefore
took a pound of ointment, genuine nard of great
value, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and with her
hair wiped his feet dry. And the house was filled
with the odor of the ointment. Then one of his
disciples, Judas son of Simon the Iscariot, the one
who was about to betray him, said, “Why was this
ointment not sold for three hundred denatii, and
given to the poor?” Now he said this, not that he
cared for the poort, but because he was a thief, and
holding the purse, used to take what was put in it.
Jesus therefore said, “Let her be: she was to keep
it for the day of my burial. For the poor you have
always with you, but you do not always have me.”
Now the great crowd of the Jews learned that he
was there; and they came, not only because of
Jesus, but that they might see Lazarus, the man he
had raised from the dead. But the chief priests
planned to put Lazarus to death also. For on his
account many of the Jews began to leave them and
to believe in Jesus.

Now the next day the great crowd which had
come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was
coming to Jerusalem, took up palm fronds and
went out to meet him. And they cried out,



“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who
comes in the name of the Lord, the
king of Israell” And Jesus found a
young ass, and sat upon it, as it is
written, “Fear not, daughter of
Sion; behold, thy king comes,
sitting upon the colt of an ass.”
These things his disciples did not
at first understand. But when Jesus
was  glorified, then they
remembered these things were L
written about him, and that they had done these
things to him. The crowd, therefore, which was
with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb
and raised him from the dead bore witness to him.
And the reason why the’ crowd also went to meet
him was that they heard he had worked this sign.
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HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS:
The Lord is God, and He has appeared to us.
Therefore, let us celebrate and sing for joy. Come,

= let us glorify Christ, and with palms
and branches, sing to Him canticles
of praise: “Hosannal Blessed is He
. who comes in the name of the Lord:
our savior!”
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KINONIKON: Blessed is He who
comes in the name of the Lord. The Lord is God
and He has appeared to us.
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POST-COMMUNION: Troparion of the Feast
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At the end of the Divine Liturgy, Blessings of
Palms and Procession

P: Lord, our God, You are seated upon the throne
of the Cherubim, and by your sublime power You
have sent your Only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, to save the world by his Crucifixion, Burial
and Resurrection. And when He entered Jerusalem
to suffer Crucifixion of his own free will, the
people sitting in darkness and in the shadow of
death took branches of olive and palm trees as
symbols of victory and proclaimed beforehand his
Resurrection. Therefore, O Lord, as we imitate
these same people, preserve and keep us while we
carry in our hands palms and branches of trees on
this blessed day. And like the crowds and children
who cried to You:
through our praises, chants and spiritual hymns of

Hosanna, make us worth

the glorious Resurrection on the third day by the
same Jesus Christ our Lord, with Whom You are
blessed together with your all-holy, good and life-

giving Spirit, now and always and forever and ever.
All: Amen.
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P: These palms and branches are blessed by the
sprinkling of this holy water in the name of the
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.
P: O Lord, our Almighty God,
Who by the ark of your servant
Noah the Just, have shown clearly
the image of the unique Church
and, by the dove carrying an olive
leaf, have announced the all -holy =
Spirit, You have received the
children of the Hebrews carrying
branches of olive and palm trees
and singing: Hosanna. Wealso cry
to You: Hosanna, blessed is He
Who comes with the Father and !
the Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and
ever. Amen
Weekly donations: The 220 of March:
9am Mass: $45; 1lam Mass: $2,245; Online
Donation: $180; Candles: $331; Mailed Don: $150
Coffee Hour: $35; Memorial: $220;  Easter
Flowers: $60

Blessed is he who

comes in the
name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the
highest heaven!
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Have a hlessed

PALM

Mass intentions:

Sunday March 29t ;

For our new church and for all the brothers and
sisters joining our prayers to find in this church
their home and to be able to worship and praise

God, for their WBHPPSS(Well Being, Health,
Peace, Protection, Safety and Salvation) and for
the rest of the souls of their departed beloved ones.
For our country and for our troops deployed
abroad and for peace and for the end of all wars.
For all the persecuted Christians especially in
Nigeria and in the Middle East.
For good health and speedy recovery for all the
sick among parishioners and friends. Antoine &
Denise Shehata, Antoinette Mansour, Basemah
Aranki, Iskandar Serhan, Elie Ghawi, Dolores
Maalouf, Mary Jabbour, Abe and Tony Baroud,
- Zein Tannous Bertacchi
WBHPPSS of Jeries Akkawi & family and
Fares Akkawi & family, Farid & Suz
Bichara; the Natour Family.
For the rest of the soul: +Ferris Shadid;
+Emile Chedid; +Dr Ibrahim Fakhouti
+Fahdeh & Jiries Fakhouri; +Elias, Evon,
and Youssef Najjar; +Samir Mansour;
+George Khoury; +Wadie & Marie Saad
Bichara; +Yacoub, Roger, Robert,
£ Raymonde Fathallah; +Bahga, Yacoub,
‘ Elias, Victoria Kerko
+Jamileh Akkawi; +Emile & Clotilde Harb;
+Fouad Nijmeh; +Khoder Barhoume; + Matanios
& Nezha Aldurra. + Michel and Lydia Makdah, +
Sobhi Azar. + Jamil Sami Alnemri, the Deceased
members of the Shawa Family, and the deceased
members of the Shadid Family.

Tomorrow Sunday March 29 Palm Sunday
New Location 330 N Westmore Ave, VillaPark,
9:00 English Mass
11:00 Prayers of Gratitude and hymns.
11:30 English and Arabic Divine Liturgy
15t Divine Liturgy at the New Location

Easter Flowers
If you would like to enhance the beauty of the
Sanctuary with easter flowers please consider
donating as memorials for your departed beloved
ones or in thanksgiving for your health, peace,

safety of your beloved ones.
https:/ /stjohnmelkite.flocknote.com/signup/250
454



https://stjohnmelkite.flocknote.com/signup/250454
https://stjohnmelkite.flocknote.com/signup/250454

Holy Week Schedule
At the new Location
330 N Westmore Ave,
VillaPark, I1 60181
Monday 30 March: 6:30
Confession
7:00 pm English Mass 7:40
pm Bridegroom Service

(English/ Arabic)

Tuesday 31 March: 6:30 Confession
7:00 pm Arabic Mass 7:40 pm Bridegroom
Service (English/Arabic)

Wednesday 1st April: 6:30 Confession
7:00 pm Blessing of the Holy Oil

7:40 pm Last Supper Mass (washing of the feet)
(English/ Arabic)

Thursday 204 April:

0:30 pm English Mass (establishment of the
Eucharist)

7:30 pm Service of the Passion of Christ, English
readings of the Gospels of the Passion

(English/ Arabic)

9:30 pm Adoration and prayer time with Jesus on
the Cross.

Friday 3rd April:
7:30 pm Descent from the Holy Cross and
Funeral Service of Christ (English/Arabic)

Saturday 4t April:

7:00 pm Odes of the Resurrection

7:30 pm Hajmeh, Easter Vigil Service and Divine
Liturgy (English/Arabic)followed with Cheese &
Wine

Sunday 5% April:

9:00 am (English) Easter Sunday Divine Liturgy
11:00 am (English and Arabic) Easter Divine
Liturgy

12:30 pm (Spanich) Easter Divine Liturgy

Cheese & Wine
We are looking for generous Sponsors for the
Easter vigile Cheese & Wine. If you would like to

donate money or food items or volunteer, please
talk to Abouna or Rweiday and Caroline AlCheikh
and Safaa Azar.

Saint John Melkite Catholic Church
330 N Westmore Ave, Villa Park, 11. 60181
Administrator: Fr Imad Barakeh (708-916-2068)
Fr.Imad.Barakeh@melkite.org

Spanish Community: Fr Sergio Ayala
Fr.sergio.avala@melkite.org

Office Phone: 708-680-2210

Office hours: Mon, Tue, Wed 9am-1pm
Office manager: Norma Jean Williamson
Email: stjohn.chicago@melkite.org

Website: www.stjohnmelkite.church (under construction)
If you would like to be added to our E =,
parish directory and receive our =

bulletin: Please email your full name
and address and phone number to:
stjohn.chicago@melkite.org

Donate online:
https://stjohnmelkite.flocknote.com/give /25225
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. Peacemakers

%4

Spirit of Peace, we ask for your guidance and wisdom
as we strive for peace.

Inspire and enliven our efforts to make peace a reality
1N our war-tornm wm'l( i

!
d'.r

Grant us peace of mind and heart.

Help us to make peace with the unsettled parts of
our lives and show us what it means to practice
love of self.

Encircle our homes wil:l":“ibcacc. :
Remind us daily of the value of words and actions
that foster kindness and consideration.

l".nr_ich our neighborhoods, parishes, and communities
with peace.

Teach us how to listen to each other with respect
and to widen our circles of compassion and canng.

Make peace a reality across the globe.
Broaden our understanding and acceptance of those
who belong to other nations, religions, and races.

Spirit of Peace, we thank you for your guidance and
wisdom as we strive for peace.

May our cfforts to be peacemakers ripple out into the
world and draw us together as a global family.
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The restored stained
glass windows

The stain Glass windows
restoration is  almost
finished, they will be
placed in the Narthex of
the new Church, two are
ready to be installed, but

we will install them all
together ASAP.
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PALM SUNDAY
MORNING PRAYER

April 13, 2025
Lord Jesus, \
On this Palm Sunday morning,

we welcome You with hearts full of ~—ag
praise. ~——
Just as the crowds shouted “Hosanna!™
we lift our voices to honor You, our King,
As You entered Jerusalem in peace,

enter our lives with grace today. \\
/ Help us walk with You this Holy Week) ‘
/ With humility, love, and rencwed \
el faith. T
" May Your sacrifice draw us closer to 1:

God's heart. -~
'% Amen. %gs g \
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