St. John the Baptist Melkite Catholic Church
200 E. North Avenue — Northlake, Illinois 60164 www.stjohnmelkite.church
Office (708) 680-2210 / Email: stjohnthebaptist.northlake@melkite.org

Prayers Hotline, https://chat.whatsapp.com/DjekhCR0OtVC5kGH3KLYBav

Sunday, March 1, 2026 Holy Relics
2026 )31 ey dwsial Sl o/

ANTIPHON PRAYER OF THE
2rd SUNDAY of Lent:

O Lord, our God, You have granted
the holy martyrs that their relics
would be spread throughout the
world, including this church, to bring
forth the grace of healing from
diseases. Make us worthy, through
the intercession of your Saints, to
offer You the Spiritual Sacrifice and
guide us on the way of Salvation

For You are Good and the Lover of mankind and
to You we render glory, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, now and always and forever and ever.

HYMNS
Troparion of the Holy Relics
Victorious witnesses of the Lord blessed is the
earth that received your blood, and holy are the
heavenly places that opened to your souls. You
have vanquished the enemy in battle and
proclaimed Christ with courage. We beg you to
intercede with Him who is all good, that He may
save our souls.
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Kontakion of the Annunciation:
Triumphant Leader to you belongs our prize of
victory! And since you saved us from adversity, we
offer you, our thanks. We are your people O
Mother of God! So, as you have that invincible
power, continue to deliver us from danger that we
may cry out to you: Hail, O Virgin and bride ever
pure.

Second Sunday
of Lent

, Ol callly Sl 3l
; mmuqm:s“wmsbudmu&
uALiJSJ\ Asde)S....J\ ?As.u ooald 336
‘ujmyuj\oﬂ\dsu\uuﬂ lazd)
el 2t e SRR Giliial (e iz
W Gesle Y Alshe b ol

EPISTLE: Hebrews 1:10-2:4 - 2nd
Sunday of Lent

You, O Lord, will keep us and
preserve us always from this
generation.

Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any holy
man, for truthfulness has vanished from among
the children of men.

Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the
Hebrews:

You in the beginning, O Lord, did found the earth,
and the heavens are works of your hands. They
shall perish, but you shall continue; and they shall
all grow old as does a garment, and as clothing shall
you change them, and they shall be changed. But
you are the same, and your years shall not fail.
Now, to which of the angels has he ever said, “Sit
at my right hand, until I make your enemies the
tootstool at your feet” (Ps. 109: 1)? Are they not
all ministering spirits, sent for service, for the sake
of those who shall inherit salvation?

That is why we should all the more earnestly
observe the things we have heard, lest perhaps we
drift away. For if the word spoken by angels
proved to be valid, and every transgression and
disobedience received a just punishment, how shall
we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? For
it was first announced by the Lord and was
confirmed to us by those who heard it.

Alleluia


http://www.stjohnmelkite.church/
mailto:stjohnthebaptist.northlake@melkite.org
https://chat.whatsapp.com/DjekhCR0tVC5kGH3KLYBav

Your favor, O Lord, I will sing forever; from
generation to generation my mouth will proclaim
your faithfulness.

For you have said, “My kindness is established
forever.”” In heaven you have confirmed your
faithfulness.
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(Healing of the Paralytic) the 2nd Sunday of Lent,
At that time Jesus entered Capernaum after some
days, it was reported that he was at home. So many
gathered around that there was no longer room for
them, not even in front of the door, and he spoke
the word to them. Then some people came,
bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four
of them. And since they could not bring him to
Jesus because of the crowd, they uncovered the
roof where he was, and, having made an opening,
they let down the pallet on which the paralytic was
lying. And Jesus, seeing their faith, said to the
Paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven you.” Now
some of the Scribes were sitting there and
reasoning in their hearts, “Why does this man
blaspheme in this way? Who can forgive sins,

beside God?” And at once Jesus, knowing in his
spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, said
to them, “Why are you arguing these things in your
hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic,
“Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise, and
take up your pallet, and walk’?

T

But that you may know the Son

of Man has power on earth to
forgive sins” — he said to the
paralytic — “I say to you, arise,
take up your pallet, and go to
your house,” And immediately
he arose and, taking up his
pallet, went forth in the sight of
all, so that they were all amazed,
and glorified God, saying,
“Never did we see anything like
this!”
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Sunday March 15t

In Gratitude and for HPPSS for Razan Dababneh
and her Family.

For our country and for our troops deployed
abroad and for peace and the end of war.

For the new church project. For good health and
speedy recovery for all the sick among parishioners
and friends. Antoine & Denise Shehata,
Antoinette Mansour, Basemah Aranki, Julie Yff,
Nazha Massih, Iskandar Serhan, Elie Ghawi,
Dolores Maalouf, Mary Jabbour, Violet Daoud,
Abe and Tony Baroud, Joseph Alcheikh.

In Loving Memory of: +Jamileh Akkawi; +Emile
& Clotilde Harb +Fouad Nijmeh +Khoder
Barhoume + Sami & Elizabeth Mondo +Farid &
Hilda and Victor Farah +Fadwa Besharat.

Coming this week:
Wednesday March 4t%: English Mass 7:30pm and

Great Complines 8:00pm

Friday March6 Arabic Mass 7:30pm and
Acathist 8:00pm Followed by a Documantery on
the Church great reverance for Mary and her

unique role in the history of Salvation

Future Events:

Next Sunday March 8th:

+Sleiman Fakhourti, +Younan & Labibe Fakhouri,
+Iskandar & Margo Adasse, +George Safadi, by
George Fakhouri and Family

*Ladies Society meeting after Mass in the church.

Friday February 13t%: Spiritual reflection given by
Fr Wissam Mansour after the prayers

Sunday March 15t:

Memorial Mass for the rest of the soul of Fadwa
Besharat

Friday March 20%: Arabic Mass7:30pm and
Acathist 8:00pm Followed by a talk given by Dr
Ghassan Aldurra.

Friday March 27%: The raising of Lazarus Mass
7:30 pm followed by the Passion of Christ Movie
with commentary.

Sunday March 22 & 29 Bake Sale

Weekly donations: The 2274 February:

9:00am Mass: $50 1lam Mass: $1,798; Online
Don: $236; Candles: $84; Memorial: $100
Valentine Party: $26,819.75

1st Reconciliation and Solemn Communion
If you would like to register your child (age 8-11)
for the celebration of the Sacrament of
Confession, please contact Dr Dima Arbach
(905)570-7195 to register your son or daughter.

Feed My Children

Cold weather didn’t stop some of our NAMY and
MAYA members and parishioners and friends
representing St John the Baptist Church at Feed
My Starving Children yesterday. 228 boxes of
food, 49248 meals, were packed for children living
in poverty actross the Glob. God bless you
abondantly for volunteering. And our deepest
gratitude for the Sunday School orginizers.

Don’t miss the Kashaf
(drums) training in
preparation for Palm Sunday
and Good Friday procession,
every Sunday before Mass.
With our deepest gratitude for
the instructors.

St. John the Baptist Melkite Catholic Church
200 E. North Ave.,
Nerthlake, IL 60164

Fr.Imad Barakeh b.s.o (708)916-2068 Fr.lmad.Barakeh@melkite.org
For Spanish Community: Fr. Sergio Ayala (630) 936-1839

OFFICE PHONE EMAIL

(708) 680-2210

option 1: Priest or office
option 2: Spanish
option 3: Hall Rental

stjiohnthebaptist.northloke@melkite.org

ONLINE GIVING

hitps://stiohnmelkite locknote.com/give/25225
or scan the QR Code
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WEBSITE

https://stjohnmelkite.church

TOBE ADDED TO OUR PARISH DIRECTORY AND TO RECIEVE OUR
BULLETIN:

Please email your full name and email to stjohnthebaptist.northlake@melkite.org



Blessed Fr Beshara Abou Mrad
Congratulations for our Melkite Church for our
first recognized and beatified priest

To find out more about his life and movie, visit
this link: (Arabic with English caption) Siraj al

wadi, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
MwS Qge7]1
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To read his original biography
English translated version :
https://obslb.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/11/The-Servant-of-God-
Fr-Bechara-Abou-Mourad Maria-Louise-
LOMBA.pdf
Original Arabic version:
https://obslb.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/11/Biographie-du-P.-
Bchara-Abou-Mrad-C.-Bacha-ARABE1.pdf

Message for Lent 2026

Pope Leo X1V invites the Church to live Lent
as a time of **listening**, **fasting®*, and
**communal conversion**,

&) Listening :

The Pope emphasizes making space for God’s
word. He recalls how God “heard the cry” of
His people (Ex 3:7) and teaches that true
listening helps us recognize the suffering
around us and respond with compassion.
Scripture forms us to hear “the cry of the
poor,” which continually challenges society

and the Church

Fasting:

Fasting prepares the heart to receive God. It
reveals our deeper desires, purifies them, and
strengthens our hunger for justice. Drawing on
St. Augustine, the Pope explains that this
longing expands the soul. Fasting must be done
with humility and rooted in God’s word;
otherwise, “those who are unable to nourish
themselves with the word of God do not fast

propetrly”
He also highlights a neglected form of fasting:
*Fabstaining  from  harmful = speech**—

avoiding harsh words, judgment, slander, and
fostering kindness instead.

% Together

Lent is a communal journey. Like Israel
listening to the Law and fasting together,
Christian communities are called to shared
repentance, deeper dialogue, and attentiveness
to the poor and the earth. Conversion involves
not only personal conscience but also the
quality of our relationships and our openness
to reality

The message ends with a blessing and a call to
build a “civilization of love.”
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Sunday, March 22, 2026
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OPEN TO ALL CHILDREN AGES 0-46TH GHAD?}\

Please bring your awn basket to collect the eggs.

Pro-made Eastoer gift bage full of treats & goodies will be
avallable far purehase in the Hall during eoffes haur.

P To help us keep this event free In the future, we
,\'i1 appreciate your support lor our Sunday School Fl'ﬁ.l'll'ﬂ

l - For quaationn or 1o make a donation,
plooso contoact
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