St. John the Baptist Melkite Catholic Church
200 E. North Avenue — Northlake, Illinois 60164 www.stjohnmelkite.church
Office (708) 680-2210 / Email: stjohnthebaptist.northlake@melkite.org
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Antiphon Prayer of MEAT-FARE SUNDAY:
O Christ, our God, You were sent by the Father,
not to judge the wotld, but to save it. We ask You
in your boundless compassion: Assist our
weakness. Overcome our selfishness. Teach us to
teed the hungty, to clothe the naked and to serve
all people faithfully for your sake. Then we shall
deserve to hear your Divine Voice saying: “Come
you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the
Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world.” For You are our Life and our Hope, O
Christ God, and to You we render glory, and to
your Eternal Father, and to your All-holy, Good
and Life-giving Spirit, now and always and forever
and ever.
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HYMNS:

Troparion of the Resurrection

When You descended to death, O Immortal Life,
You put Hades to death by the splendor of your
Divinity, and when you raised the dead from below
the earth, all the heavenly Powers cried out: O
Giver of Life, Christ our God, glory to You.
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Troparion of the Patron of the church

O Prophet and Forerunner
Al of the coming of Christ, in
A4 spite of our eagerness to
| render you due honor, we
fall short when singing
@ your praise. Your glorious
@ birth saved your mother
from the shame of
barrenness, returned to your father the power of
speech, and proclaimed to the world the
Incarnation of the Son of God.

Kontakion of Meat-Fare

When You shall come down, O God, upon earth
in your glory, every creature shall tremble before
You. A river of fire shall flow before your
judgement seat; the books shall be opened and all
secrets revealed. On that day, O righteous Judge,
deliver me from the unquenchable fire, and make
me worthy to stand at your right hand.
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EPISTLE:
My strength and my courage is the Lord, and He
has been my Savior.
The Lord has chastised me through his teaching,
yet He has not delivered me to death.
Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the
Corinthians
Brethren, food does not commend us to God. For
neither shall we gain any advantage if we eat, nor
suffer any loss if we do not. And yet, beware lest
perhaps this right of yours become a stumbling-
block to the weak. For if a man sees you who
“have knowledge” sitting at table in a place
dedicated to idols, will not his conscience, weak as
it is, be emboldened to eat idol offerings? And
through your “knowledge” the weak one will
perish, the brother for whom Christ died. Now,
when you sin in this way against the brethren and
wound their weak conscience, you are sinning
against Christ. Therefore, if food scandalizes my
brother, I will never again eat any more meat so as
not to scandalize my brother.
Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I not
seen Jesus our Lord? Are you not my work in the
Lord? And if to others I am not an apostle, yet to
you I am. For you are the seal set upon my
apostleship in the Lord. Alleluia
The Lord shall hear you on the day of distress; the
Name of the God of Jacob shall defend you.
O Lord, save your people and bless your
inheritance.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 25, 31-46 (Last Judgement)

The Lord said, “At that time when the Son of Man
shall come in his majesty, and all the angels with
Him, then He will sit on the throne of his glory;
and before Him will be gathered all the nations,
and He will separate them one from another, as the
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and
He will set the sheep on his right hand, but the
goats on the left. Then the King will say to those
on his right hand, Come, blessed of my Father,
take possession of the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry
and you gave Me to eat; I was thirsty and you gave
Me to drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in;
naked and you covered Me; sick and you visited
Me; I wasin prison and you came to Me.” Then the
just will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we
see You hungty, and feed You; or thirsty, and give
You to drink? And when did we see You a
stranger, and take You in; or naked, and clothe
Your Or when did we see You sick, or in prison,
and come to You?” And answering, the King will
say to them, ‘Amen I say to you, every time you
did it for one of these, the least of my brethren,
you did it for Me.” Then He will say to those on his
left hand, ‘Go away from me, accursed ones, into
the everlasting fire which was prepared for the
devil and his ministers. For I was hungtry, and you
did not give Me to eat; I was thirsty and you gave
Me no drink; I was a stranger and you did not take
Me in; naked and you did not clothe Me; sick, and
in prison, and you did not visit Me.” Then they also
will answer and say, ‘Lord, when did we see You



hungty, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick,
or in prison, and did not take care of You?’ Then

He will answer them, saying, ‘Amen I say to you as
long as you did not do it for one of these least ones,
you did not do it for Me.” And these will go into
everlasting  punishment,
everlasting life.”
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Sunday February 8%
For the good intentions of the Akkawi Family
For the new church project. For good health and

speedy recovery for all the sick among parishioners
and friends. Antoine & Denise Shehata,

Antoinette Mansour, Basemah Aranki, Julie Yff,
Anthony Baroud, Nazha Massih, Iskandar Serhan.
In Loving Memory of: +Jamileh Akkawi; +Emile
Harb +Fouad Nijmeh +Khoder Barhoume.

Sunday February 15%: For the good intentions of
the Akkawi Family

Monday February 16%: 15t Day of Lent, Mass
and Great Compline.

Friday February 20%: FR Beshara Movie
Siraj Al wadee, 2 5)) )

Weekly donations: The 1t February:
9:00am Mass: $55; 11am Mass: $2,111; Online
Don: $180; Candles: $150; Memorial: $60 ; Rent:

$1500.
JOIN US IN CELEBRATING

| eSTHE 25TH ANNUAIL**

VALENTINE’S DAY FUNDRAISER

Benefitting the Orphans of the Middle East

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH

St. John the Baptist Melkite Catholic Church
200 E North Ave, Northlake IL, 60164

Live Performance Featuring:
ANDRE IBRAKIM & BAND

TICKETS $125
Appetizers 7:00 PM, Dinner 8:00 PM
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For more information:
JoAnn Fakhouri 708-691-4461
Pierre Azar 224-402-2000




Feed My Starving Children
St. John will be participating in a church-wide Feed
My Starving Children event (all parishioners are
welcome). They ask that participants be 5 years of
age or older. We have 55 spots reserved for Feb 28

at noon, so get your RSVP in quick if you plan to
attend. Hope to have a great turnout during this
touching and fun outing. Let me know if you have
any questions :)
http://www.fmsc.org/join-
grouprjoincode=5160XG

Prosphora

If you would like to offer a
Memorial (Neyaha) at the end
of the Mass for your beloved

departed one’s anniversary,
or for the occasion of a Third
or Nineth or 40 Days
Memorial, you may order:

Slecka ($150) from Bernadette 708-927-1988
Memorial Korban sweet and small individual
wrapped bread ($1.50 each, $250 total) from
Caroline 847-401-1037

Korban Koddas for rememberance during 2nd
procession ($7 each, medium size) this is the Holy
Bread for Communion and distribution after
Liturgy. 3 breads are usually needed for a regular
Sunday. Please contact Bernadette at 708-927-
1988.

Liturgy Intentions:
The church doesn’t sell Masses or Sacraments, but

if you would like to add a name to the list of mass
intentions, please write it on your envelope or talk
to the priest, and specify the number of Masses,
considering a Mass intention is valued universally
for $10. In our church, Mass intentions are
considered as donations, and it goes to the same
bank account.

The Road to Pascha and Pentecost 2026
February 15 (Cheese-Fare)
February 16 Lent and the Great Fast
February 22 Sunday of Orthodoxy & Icons
March 1 Sunday of the Holy Relics

DEPART FROM CHICAGO
TRAVEL DATE: 2 MAY — 10 MAY, 2026

HoLy LAND
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TOUR COST

S3300

INCLUDING FLIGHTS
Lar——

WHAT IS INCLUDED
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Payment and Registration »
ends March 1st | Places are limited
Inquiries: Frimad.barakeh@melkite.org | +1708 916 2068 El

Oversess Trovel Buresu (O.T.B) Ltd | infomotbtravel.com | +972 2 628 7090 | www.otbtravel com

St. John the Baptist Melkite Catholic Church
200 E. North Ave.,
Northlake, IL 60164

Fr. Imad Barakeh b.s.o (708) 916-2068 Fr.lmad.Barakeh@melkite.org
For Spanish Community: Fr. Sergio Ayala (630) 2346-1839

OFFICE PHONE EMAIL

(708) 680-2210 stjohnthebaptist.northlake@melkite.org
option 1: Priest or office
option 2: Spanish
option 3: Hall Rental

ONLINE GIVING

https://stjichnmelkite flocknote.com/give/25225
or scan the QR Code

WEBSITE

https://stjohnmelkite.church

TO BE ADDED TO OUR PARISH DIRECTORY AND TO RECIEVE OUR
BULLETIN:

Please email your full name and email to stjiohnthebaptist.northiake@melkite.org

March 8 Veneration of the Cross
March 15 St. John of the Ladder
March 22 St. Mary of Egypt

March 25  Annunciation to the Mother of God
March 28 Lazarus Saturday

March 29 Palm Sunday

March 30/31/April 1 Holy Week

April 2 Great and Holy Thursday
April 3 Great and Holy Friday
April 4 Great and Holy Saturday
April 5 Easter Sunday
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