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Petitions: For You are our Light and our

Sanctification and to You we render
glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

now and always and forever and

*That the fruits of holy Baptism may
be realized in us and that we may
partake of the death of Christ our God,
in order to partake of his Resurrection,
let us pray to the Lord.

*That we may be transformed by
casting off the old man and putting on

cver.

Antiphons of the Feast

1-I love the Lord because He has
heard my voice in supplication.

O Son of God, Who were baptized
by John in the Jordan River, save us

the new man, in order to become a
new creature in Christ, let us pray to
the Lord

*That the world may be sanctified and
the whole creation renewed by the

who sing to you Alleluial
2- The cords of death encompassed

salvific Theophany of Our Savior Jesus Christ, let me, and I called upon the name of the Lord.
us pray to the Lord. 3- I shall walk before the Lord in the land of the
*That the Gospel of Christ may shine upon all living.
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Antiphon Prayer: of these words. O Christ God who has appeared
O Lord, Who have saved us by the baptism of to us, and enlightened the world, glory to You.
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for you, O forerunner, the Lord’s witness is
enough: indeed, you were greater that the prophets
since you were found worthy to baptize in the
waters the One they could but announce. You
have fought for the sake of truth and proclaimed
to those in Hades that God who appeared in the
flesh has taken away the sins of the world and
bestowed his great mercy upon us.
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have appeared, O Lord, to [&
the universe and Your light,
O Christ our God, has been
impressed upon us who sing
to You with full knowledge:
You came and appeared, O Inaccessible Light.
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All of you who have been baptized into the Christ,
have put on Christ. Alleluia.

Lol atad 38 el alaaic ) esally ()

Epistle: Acts 19: 1-8 - feast of St. John

The just shall rejoice in the Lord and place his
hope in him.

O God hear my voice when I pray to you; save my
life from the dreadful enemy.

Reading from the Acts of the Apostles:

In those days it came to pass, while Apollos was in
Corinth, that Paul crossed the upper districts and
went to Ephesus. He found some of the disciples
and asked them, “Have you received the Holy
Spirit since you became believers?” But they
answered him, “We have not ever heard that there
is a Holy Spirit.” And he said to them, “How then
were you baptized?” They replied, “With John’s

baptism.” Then Paul said, “John baptized with a
baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe
in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus
Christ.” Hearing this, they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus, and when Paul laid his
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them,
and they began to speak in tongues and to speak
for God. They were about twelve men in all.

Then for three months he went into the

synagogue,  speaking  confidently,
g arguing with them and convincing them
| about God’s kingdom.
Alleluia

®» The just shall bloom like the palm tree;
_:\ he shall grow like a cedar of Lebanon.
. Those who are planted in the Lord’s
& . house shall flourish in the courts of our
God.
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Gospel: John 1: 29 — 34 (John the Baptist’s
Testimony to Christ)

At that time John saw Jesus coming to him, and he
said, “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away
the sin of the world! This is the one of whom I
said, ‘After me there comes one who has been set
above me, because he was before me.” And I did
not know him. But that he may be known to
Israel, for this reason have I come baptizing with



water.” And John bore witness, saying, “I beheld
the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and
it hovered over him. And I did not know him. But
the one who sent me to baptize with water said to
me, “The man upon whom you will see the Spirit

descending and hovering, he it is who baptizes
with the Holy Spirit”.” And I have seen and have
borne witness that this is the Son of God.”
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Kinonikon: The grace of God our Savior has
appeared to all people. Alleluia.
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Sunday January 11th: For WHPPSS of Louis &
Hanane Najjar and Family
In Loving Memory of: + Evon Najjar;
+Antoinette Margie; +Jamileh Akkawi; +Emile
Harb +Fouad, George & Jamileh Nijmeh,
+Nakhle & Nahida Nakhle, + Khoder Barhoume.
Friday January 16%: Arabic Mass 7:30pm, Saint
Anthony the great

Sunday January 18%: 40 Day Memorial for
Khoder Barhoume

Sunday January 25%: 40 Day Memorial for
Fouad Nijmeh

Weekly donations: The 4t of January:

9am Mass: $40; 11am Mass: $2,755; Online Don:
$80; Candles: $139; Mail Don: $350; Rent total:
$2,500;

Thank you, from your priest.
Jhank yow bo. much for the wanderful Chiistmas,
gifts, and youn thoughiful holiday, gheetings.
Lim, graieful foh the love and, genehosity you
shared. <2 hope your halidays were filled with

Joy, and, Lm withing you a happy and peaceful
gty were wsed for a good purpobe and helped
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Dar ElSadaka. Saint Savior Orphanage. Receipt for $500
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Jabbouleh on 07/01/2026

Dear Father Imad and dear Panshioners,

On behalf of the children of our orphanage, we would like to express our sincere
sratitude for yous generous donation of $500, kindly transmitted through Father Imade,
~hich has now safely arrived. Your gift is a beautiful sizn of care and solidarity, and it

: entrusted to us.

ray that the light of the

At the beginning of the New Year 2026, they join us in wishing you a year flled with
sood health, serenity, and God’s abundant blessings.

On the feast of the Epiphany, we contemplate the moment when Jesus was revealed to
the world as the beloved Son of the Fathexr, a ight offered to all nations. Through your

1111111 ity and faithful support, you too bear witness to this divine love, living as
Eelowed children of the Brermal Father, and reflecting His compassion and mercy toward
those most in need.

With deep gratitude and prayers,
Mother Jocelyne Joumaah

Superior Gener
Congregation of Our Lady of Good Service
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Please Join Us for a Presentation on

Habits for wellbeing and
Resilience In 2026

How to identify and create realistic lifeé
style that supports your goals

Dr. Dima Arbach, MD

January 16,2026 at 8:15 pm

St. John The Baptist Church Hall

A NOTE FROM SUNDAY SCHOOL
COORDINATOR:

St. John will be participating in a church-wide Feed
My Starving Children event (all parishioners are
welcome). They ask that participants be 5 years of
age or older. We have 55 spots reserved for Feb 28
at noon, so get your RSVP in quick if you plan to
attend. Hope to have a great turnout during this
touching and fun outing. Let me know if you have
any questions :)

http://www.fmsc.org/join-
group?joincode=5160XG

The 2025 tax contribution letters are in the mail
and have been emailed to all those we have an
email address for. You can also access your giving
flocknote by  going  to:
https://stjohnmelkite.flocknote.com and entet

details via

your information, then click on “Giving”

If you did not receive your letter, you need to
update your address/email, or have any questions,
please contact Fr Imad Barakeh.

JOIN US IN CELEBRATING

cooTHE 25TH ANNUAL®®® |
VALENTINE’S DAY FUNDRAISER |

Benefitting the Orphans of the Middle East

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH |

St. John the Baptist Melkite Catholic Church |
200 E North Ave, Northlake IL, 60164

Live Performance Featuring:
ANDRE IBRAHIM & BAND

TICKETS $125
Appetizers 7:00 PM, Dinner 8:00 PM

For more information:

JoAnn Fakhouri 708-691-4461
Pierre Azar 224-402-2000

o
@,_--q DEPART FROM CHICAGO
Y TRAVEL DATE: 2 MAY — 10 MAY, 2026

HOLY LAND

TD&/Z(M:

TOUR COST

$3300

INCLUDING FLIGHTS
sucsiemens $700

IS INCLUDED WHAT IS NOT INCLUDED

the itinerary

Payment and Registration »
ends March 1st | Places are limited
Inquiries: Frimad.barakeh@melkite.org | +1708 916 2068 El-

Overseas Travel Buresu (O.T8) Ltd | infomotbtravel.com | +872 2628 7090 | www.otbtravel.com
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The Road to Pascha and Pentecost

January 11  Sunday After Theophany
January 18  Sunday of Zacchaeus

January 19 Martin Luther King Day (USA)
January 25 The Publican and Pharisee
February 1 Sunday of the Prodigal Son
February 2 (Presentation of Our Lord into
the Temple)

February 7 All-Souls Saturday

February 8 (Meat-Fare)

February 15 (Cheese-Fare)

February 16 Beginning of Lent and Fasting
February 22 Sunday of Orthodoxy

March 1 Sunday of the Holy Relics
March 8 Veneration of the Cross
March 15  St. John of the Ladder
March 22 St. Mary of Egypt

March 25Annunciation to the Mother of God
March 28 - April 4 Great and Holy Week

March 28  Lazarus Saturday

March 29  Palm Sunday

March 30 Great and Holy Monday
March 31  Great and Holy Tuesday
April 1 Great and Holy Wednesday
April 2 Great and Holy Thursday
April 3 Great and Holy Friday
April 4 Great and Holy Saturday
April 5 Easter Sunday

April 5-11  Bright Week

April 12 Apostle Thomas

April 19 Myrrh-Bearing Women
April 26 Healing of the Paralytic
April 29 Mid-Pentecost

May 3 Samaritan Women at the Well
May 10 Man Born Blind

May 14 Feast of the Ascension

May 23 All-Souls Saturday

May 24Pentecost - Descent of the Holy Spirit
May 25 Memorial Day

May 31 All Saints Sunday

June 24 Nativity of John the Baptist
June 29 Peter & Paul
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Spirit of Peace, we ask for your guidance and wisdom
as we strive for peace.

Inspire and enliven our efforts to make peace a reality
in our war-torn world.

Grant us peace of mind and heart.

Help us to make peace with the unsettled parts of
our lives and show us what it means to practice
love of self.

Encircle our homes with peace, .
Remind us daily of the value of words and actions
that foster kindness and consideration.

Enrich our neighborhoods, parishes, and communities
with peace.

Teach us how to listen to each other with respect,
and to widen our dircles of compassion and caring.

Make peace a reality across the globe.
Broaden our understanding andg acceptance of those
who belong to other nations, religions, and races.

Spirit of Peace, we thank you for your guidance and
wisdom as we strive for peace.

May our efforts to be peacemakers ripple out into the
WDT].d Zl'.l.d draw us tﬂgcthur asa glﬂbﬂI f‘m]}’.

PRAYER FOR THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
GOD OUR FATHER, WE THANK YOU fFOR
SENDING YOUR SON TO BE OUR LIGHT. HELP US
TO RECOGNISE THE DARKNESS THAT INVADES
OUR LIVES AND DEFEAT IT WITH THE POWER
OF YOUR LIGHT AND HOPE.

MAY YOUR LIGHT SHINE THROUGH US SO THAT
OTHERS MAY SEE AND GLORIFY YOU IN US.
INFLAME US WITH YOUR UNFADING LIGHT.
HELP US ALWAYS TO SHINE AS LIGHT
WHEREVER WE ARE. MAY YOUR LIGHT SHINE
AND OVERCOME THE DARKNESS OF OUR
HEARTS. WE ASK THIS THROUGH CHRIST OUR
LORD. AMEN.




