St. John the Baptist Melkite Catholic Church
200 E. North Avenue — Northlake, Illinois 60164 www.stjohnmelkite.church
Office (708) 680-2210 / Email: stjohnthebaptist.northlake@melkite.org
Prayers Hotline, https://chat.whatsapp.com/DjekhCROtVC5kGH3KLYBav

Sunday, January 4, 2026, FEAST OF THE THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD,
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Petitions:

*That the fruits of holy Baptism may be realized in
us and that we may partake of the death of Christ
our God, in order to partake of his Resurrection,
let us pray to the Lord.

*That we may be transformed by casting off the
old man and putting on the new man, in order to

become a new creature in Christ, let us
pray to the Lord
*That the world may be sanctified and
the whole creation renewed by the
salvific Theophany of Our Savior Jesus
Christ, let us pray to the Lord.
*That the Gospel of Christ may shine
upon all countries of the world and their
peoples may be enlightened by the
Divine Knowledge, let us pray to the
Lord
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Antiphon Prayer:
O Lord, Who have saved us by the baptism of
regeneration and the renewal coming from the
Holy Spirit, enlighten our minds, uphold us in

e

Faith, confirm us in Hope, fulfill us in Love, make
us worthy members of your Christ Who sacrificed
Himself in redemption of our souls, so that being
justified by your Grace, we may inherit eternal life,
For You are our Light and our Sanctification and
to You we render glory, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, now and always and forever and ever.

Antiphons of the Feast
1-I love the Lord because He has heard my voice

in supplication.
O Son of God, Who were baptized by John in the
Jordan River, save us who sing to you Alleluial
2- The cords of death encompassed me, and I
called upon the name of the Lord.
3- I shall walk before the Lord in
the land of the living.
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Entrance Hymn:
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Hymns: Troparion of the Feast: At your
Baptism in the Jordan, O Lord, the worship of the
Trinity was revealed: for the Father’s voice bore
witness to you by calling You his Beloved Son, and
the Spiritin the form of a dove confirmed the truth
of these words. O Christ God who has appeared
to us, and enlightened the world, glory to You.
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Kondakion: Today You have appeared, O Lord,
to the universe and Your light, O Christ our God,
has been impressed upon us who sing to You with
full knowledge: You came and appeared, O
Inaccessible Light.
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All of you who have been baptized into
the Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia.
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Epistle of the Feast, Jan. 6:
Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord.
God is the Lord and he has appeared
to us.
Sing to the lord, for he is good, for his
mercy endures forever
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to
Titus
My son Titus, the grace of God our
Savior has appeared to all men,
instructing us, in order that, rejecting ungodliness
and worldly lusts, we may live temperately and
justly and piously in this world; looking for the
blessed hope and glorious coming of our great
God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for
us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and
cleanse for himself an acceptable people, pursuing
good works. Butwhen the goodness and kindness
of God our Savior appeared, then not by reason of
good works that we did ourselves, but according
to his mercy, he saved us through the path of
regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom
he has abundantly poured upon us though Jesus
Christ our Savior, in order that, justified by his
grace, we may be heirs in the hope of life
everlasting. Alleluia
Give to the Lord, you sons of God, give to the
Lord Glory and praise.
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well pleased.”

Gospel of the Feast, Jan. 6: (Matthew 3: 13-17)
At that time Jesus came from Galilee to John, at
the Jordan, to be baptized by him. But John was
reluctant, and said, “It is I who ought to be

The Lotd’s voice is over the waters; the God of
glory has thundered, the Lord, over the wvast
waters.
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baptized by you, and you come to mer” But Jesus
answered and said to him, “Let it be so now, for
this is how what is right must be fulfilled.” Then
he let him do it. And when Jesus had been
baptized, he immediately came up from the water.
And behold, the heavens were opened to him.
And he saw the Spirit of God descendingas a dove
and coming upon him. And behold, a voice from
the heavens said, “This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.”
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Kinonikon: The grace of God our Savior has

appeared to all people. Alleluia.
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Sunday January 4%:

For the good intentions and wellbeing of Issa &
Enaam Besharat, Nouha Ferraye and Family,
Hassan & Sima Azar, Farid & Suzy Bichara, Mark
Medrano, Majed & Dima Dalloul and Family,
Jeries & Samar Mansour.

in Loving Memory of: +Nabil Nasralla; +Dalal &
Jabra Nahhas, + Sara & Nader Salameh, (by Tony
& Layla Nahhas) + Abe Souri, (by Ghassan &
Renee Aldurra) +Sobhi Azar, ( by Fadi and Safa
Azar) +Yasmin Naji Dababneh, (by Ramiz
Dababneh) +Sister Malakeh Arbach, (by the
Dalloul Family) +Naim Makhlouf & Rafaella
Makhlouf, (by Mary Makhlouf) +Hanna, +Khalil
+Laila and +Odeh Mufarreh, (by Octavio and
Crytal Villanueva) +Intesar Rizkallah, (by Sawsan
Rizkalla) +Elie Ferraye, + Emile, +Nayla, + Chafik
Cheboub (by Nouha Ferraye), +Samir Mansour
(by Antoinette Mansour & Family), George
Khoury (by May Mansout), +Yacoub, +Fadeyeh,
+ Fathan, +Jameeleh, +Hashem, +Majed,
+Fouad and Maen Mansour (by Jeries & Samar
Mansour) +Fr Nicholas Zachariadis; +Jamileh
Akkawi; +Emile Harb +Fouad Nijmeh + Khoder
Barhoume, + George & +Jamileh Nijmeh,
+Nakhle & +Nahida Nakhle.

Friday January 9%: Arabic Mass 7:30pm
Sunday January 11t: 3rd and 9% and 40 Day
Memorial for Khoder Barhoume

Weekly donations: The 28th of December:
9am Mass: $70; 11am Mass: $1,320; Online Don:
$630; Candles: $209; Mail Don: $1,000.

“He will
baplize you
wilth the
HOLY SPIRIT

an

FIRE.”

JOIN US IN CELEBRATING '

9°THE 25TH ANNUAL®*°
VALENTINE’S DAY FUNDRAISER

Benefitting the Orphans of the Middle East

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH

St. John the Baptist Melkite Catholic Church
200 E North Ave, Northlake IL, 60164

Live Performance Featuring:
ANDRE IBRARIM & BAND

TICKETS $125
Appetizers 7:00 PM, Dinner 8:00 PM

For more information:

JoAnn Fakhouri 708-691-4461
Pierre Azar 224-402-2000




THE GREAT BLESSING OF WATER

-The voice of the Lord upon the waters cries aloud
saying: Come all, and receive the Spirit of wisdom,
the Spirit of understanding, the Spirit of the fear of
God, from Christ who is made manifest.
-Today the nature of the waters is sanctified, and
the Jordan is parted in two; it holds back the
stream of its own waters, seeing the Master
washing himself.
-O Christ the King, You have come to the river as
a man, and in your goodness You hastened to
receive the baptism of a servant at the hands of the
Forerunner, for the sake of our sins, O You who
love mankind.
-At the voice of one crying in the desert, “Make
ready the way of the Lord,” You have come, O
Lord, taking the form of a servant, and You who
knew not sin ask for Baptism. The waters saw You
and shuddered; the Forerunner was seized with
trembling and cried aloud saying “How shall the
lamp illuminate the Light? How shall the servant
set his hand upon the Master? O Savior, who take
away the sin of the world, sanctify both me and the
waters.”
elal) (ot 44
2o oIS 1558 ) ghla (S gy sl e Gl gt
JALH\ C_)uud\ cm\ﬁ&‘\c}) 63@433\ TS Aalall
L5 3 cdalia (5 B sa )W) T olall dmla o sl
el Ll (S el Ul llal) mpnsall gl
dal e Gl (63 (e S Lagarall Jod ) &35
) Gaa b bildas
Ly el 5yl e A5l i il gl
oy ¥ e LA sandd) Ll e 3 gem 34T oy
Sl Caigh alod) 2l 5 o jad olaal) Gl jad dadadl)
Gl oy 2l GBS €l ga a ik rliadl) S
allall At adl 1) aliall L) colall 5 i $40)
Petitions:
*That this water may be sanctified with power, the
effectiveness, and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit,
that there may be sent down into it the grace of
redemption and the blessing of the Jordan River,
that there may come upon this water the purifying

operation of the super-substantial Trinity, let us
pray to the Lord!
*That by the descent of the Holy Spirit we may be
llumined with the light of understanding and piety,
that this water may prove effective for the averting
of every snare of enemies both visible and
invisible, let us pray to the Lord.
*For those who drink there from and take it with
them for the sanctification of their homes, that it
may be, for those who drink and receive in faith, a
purification unto their souls and bodies, let us pray
to the Lord.
*That we may be worthy to be filled with
sanctification as we receive of this water, through
the coming of the Holy Spirit in an invisible
manner, let us pray to the Lord.
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O Lotd Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son, who
are in the bosom of the Father, true God, source
of life and immortality, Light of light, who came
into the world to illuminate it, enlighten our minds
with your Holy Spirit, and accept us who offer to
You glory and thanksgiving for all your great and
wondrous works from all ages and for your plan of
redemption in these last times. For You have
clothed Yourself in our poor and infirm nature,
and have submitted Yourself to servitude, You
who are King of all; and moreover You have
accepted to be baptized in the Jordan by the hand
of a servant, that having sanctified the nature of
the waters, O sinless Lord, You mightlead us to a
new birth through water and the Spirit, and restore



us again to our original freedom. Calling then to
mind this divine mystery, we entreat You, O
Master who love mankind: sprinkle upon us, your
unworthy servants, according to your divine
promise, cleansing water and the gift of your
compassion; grant that the petition of us sinners
over this water may be accepted unto your
goodness, and that thereby your blessing may be
granted to us and to all your faithful people unto
the glory of your holy and exalted name. For all
glory, honor and worship are your due, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and
ever. All: Amen.
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LORD, AND WONDERFUL ARE YOUR
WORKS, AND NO WORD CAN DO JUSTICE
<ETO THE PRAISE OF YOUR WONDERS!
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By your divine will You brought forth all things
out of nothingness into being; by your might You
control all creation; by your providence You
govern the universe, O You who made the whole
world out of four elements and crowned the cycle
of the year with four seasons.
The immaterial powers tremble before You; the
Sun praises You, and the moon is your worshiper;

the stars are our servants, and the light bows to
your will; the tempests tremble, and the spring
adores You. You spread out the heavens like a
tent: You set the land upon the waters; You fringed
the seas with sandy beaches; You let the air flow
about for our breathing. To You are all the hosts
of spirits bowing: for You are worshipped by the
ranks of the Archangels, by the many-eyed
Cherubim. By the six-winged Seraphim, as they
stand in your presence and fly about You, covering
themselves out of fear of your unapproachable
glory. And you, O God, while remaining
boundless, without beginning, and beyond all
words, deigned to come down upon earth, to
assume the likeness of a servant, and to become
like man. Heeding the depth of your compassion,
O Master, You could not bear to see humanity
defeated by the devil, and so You came to save us:
tfor we declare that grace and mercy belong to You,
and we do not make a secret of your goodness.
You freed the children of our nature, and through
your birth You sanctified the virginal womb: as
You make Yourself known, all creation sings your
praise, for You appeared on earth, O our God, and
walked among men. You sanctified the course of
the Jordan River by sending to it your all-holy
Spirit and crushed the head of every dragon
nestling in it.
WHEREFORE, O YOU OUR KING AND
LOVER OF MANKIND, BE PRESENT NOW
THROUGH THE DESCENT OF YOUR
HOLY SPIRIT AND SANCTIFY THIS
WATER. (Three times.) el dllall Lyl ¢3 il
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Grant it the grace of giving redemption, and the
sanctifying power of the Jordan River. Make it a
tount of incorruptibility, a gift of sanctification, a
redemption of sins, a healing drug for illnesses, a
destroyer of devils; make it hold back the powers
of the enemy, and fill it with the might of the
angels, so that all who drink it and receive it may
be blessed in their souls and bodies, healed of their
sufferings, sanctified in their homes, and may
receive every benefiting grace.



-For You are our God, who, with the water and
the Spirit, restored the youthfulness of our nature
made of old sin.
-You are our God, who drowned sin in waters at
the time of Noah.
-You are our God who, in the sea, and at the hands
of Moses, delivered the Hebrews from the
bondage of Pharaoh.
-You are our God who cleaved the rock in the
wilderness, so that the waters gushed out, and the
valleys overflowed, and the people were satisfied.-
You are our God who, with fire and water, and at
the hands of Elias, delivered Israel from the errors
Baal.
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WHEREFORE, O MASTER, SANCTIFY THIS
WATER BY YOUR HOLY SPIRIT. (3 times.)
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Grant sanctification, blessing, cleansing, and
health to all who touch it, and to those upon whom
it is poured, and to those who receive it. So that
your all-holy name may be glorified by the
elements, by the angels, by men, by visible and
invisible creatures, together with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, Incline your ear, O Lord, and hear
us. O You who sanctified water when You
consented to be baptized in the Jordan River: bless
us all who, through the bowing of our heads, have
signified our bondage, and make us worthy to be
filled with your sanctification through the
reception and sprinkling of this water. Letit be, O
Lord, for the health of our soul and body.

-For You are the sanctification of our souls and
bodies, and we render glory, and thanksgiving, and
worship, to You, with the Father who has no
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Inquiries: Fr.imad.barakeh@melkite.org | +1708 916 2068

Ovarsens Travel Buresu (O.T.8) Ltd | infogetbtravel.com | 49722628 7090 | www.otbtravel.com

beginning, and to your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and always and for ever and
ever. Amen.
TROPARION : At your Baptism in the Jordan, O
Lord, the worship of the Trinity was revealed: For
the Father’s voice bore witness to You by calling
You his Beloved Son, and the Spirit in the form of
a dove confirmed the truth of these words. O
Christ God who have appeared to us, and
enlightened the world, glory to You.
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DEPART FROM CHICAGO

Y TRAVEL DATE: 2 MAY - 10 MAY, 2026

HoLY LAND
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TOUR COST

$3300

INCLUDING FLIGHTS

asoumen 9700

Payment and Registration »
Registration ends March 1st | Places are limited




